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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
 
Dear readers, 
Dear authors and friends,  
 
 
 

This is first issue for 2017 of the scientific Journal KSI Transaction on 
Knowledge Society. Since now we have been published 36 issues in the period of 
the 9 consecutive years, 4 issues of the magazine per year, in March, June, 
September and December. 

Each issue of the journal contains three types of papers. The first of them are 
traditional in form and demonstrate a sound theoretical and/or methodological 
underpinning and a clear contribution to knowledge in the field developed in the 
magazine. The second provide important empirical researches. We are focus on 
the empirical researches that explore experience in several counties. They can be 
an important contribution for solving major problems. The third and final type of 
paper provides a short contemporary and provocative “opinion piece” on an issue 
or synthesis of issues. Thus the magazine gives opportunity for young researchers 
to present their viewpoints.  

All types of papers, however, are subject to the journal’s double-blind review 
process. 

This issue of the KSI Transaction on Knowledge Society that you are holding 
in your hands contains 10 papers, dedicated to the actual and significant scientific 
problems in the following fields in traditional focus of the magazine: Economics 
and Management, International Relations and geopolitics. 

All papers are indexed in EBSCO, Open-J-Gate, SJIF, Directory of Open 
Access scholarly Resources and others, that allow for intensive dissemination of 
the scientific results.  

Best wishes and thank you for all contribution to the Journal KSI Transaction 
on Knowledge Society. 

 
Kind regards of all our readers! 

 
International Editorial Board 
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Determining the Sustainability Zone for Sustainable 

Development Indices 
Sergii V. Voitko 1 

 
 

Abstract: There are needs for dynamic-analysis on the 
process of sustainable development in economy of the 
countries in transition. In this paper, a new concept, 
“sustainability zone”, is proposed, which defines the levels of 
sustainability in those countries. In order to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of this methodological approach, capabilities of 
exporting high-technology products of Ukraine were 
examined, and then previously developed indices of 
sustainable development and of economic development of the 
world were analysed. As a result, the methodological 
approach for shaping and defining the sustainability zone was 
determined upon the dynamic-analysis on the development of 
socio-economic system. A procedure of shaping the zone of the 
targeted sustainability should be further investigated by the 
experts of optimizing the resource allocations. 

Index Terms: sustainability zone, sustainable development, 
dynamic analysis, index of economic dimension 

JEL: Q01 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

Conceptual foundations of sustainable development 
imply rational use of the limited resources of the Earth. 
Restraining the consumption level enables humankind to 
preserve resources of the Earth for generations to come. It 
is of particular importance for the developed countries. 
Employing the foundations of the given concept 
contributes to establishing the balance within the social, 
ecological and economic domains. Systematic unification 
of these domains allows a deeper study of the development 
of particular states.   

Methodology and results of these studies were supported 
during the UN summits with the participation of more than 
180 countries and international organizations in Rio de 
Janeiro (1992) and Johannesburg (2002). In 2012, during 
the Rio+20 (20th anniversary since the last summit in Rio 
de Janeiro), the Resolution 66/288 was adopted – “The 
Future We Want” (The UN General Assembly) (UN 
General Assembly, 2012).  

In Ukraine, Zgurovsky (Zgurovsky, 2006) developed the 
systems and techniques for analyzing and evaluating the 
levels of sustainable development in the regions.  
 

 

 

 

 
1 Sergii Voitko is with a National Technical University of 

Ukraine «Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute», 37, Prospect 
Peremohy, 03056, Kyiv-56, Ukraine, s.voytko@kpi.ua. 

Thus, Ukrainian research teams have elaborated several 
methods. Under the guidance of Makogon (Makogon, 
2011), the method for analyzing the transformation 
processes of trans-nationalization within the increasing 
uncertainty in environment was developed. 

Institute of Environmental Economics and Sustainable 
Development of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine (Paton, 2012) has suggested its own scientific 
developments. Research of the Institute for economics and 
forecasting (Heyets, 2010) presented the similar methods. 
Institute of Industrial Economics of National Academy of 
Science of Ukraine (Novikova, Amosha, & Antoniuk, 
2012) has made its research activities in the area of 
regional industrial development. There are also 
developments (Atkinson, 2012). 

In general, the concept of sustainable development is 
illustrated by a set of indices and indicators, which are 
defined by their static and dynamic characteristics. 
Zgurovsky (Zgurovsky, 2006) proposes integrations of 
those indicators and indices, aiming at analyzing the 
process of socio-economic development. Essential part of 
this research is the analysis of economic systems in their 
static and dynamic conditions on the state and regional 
levels. The data used in the research is provided by the 
World Data Center for Geoinformatics and Sustainable 
Development (World Data Center, 2017). 
 

II. MODEL AND METHODOLOGY 
 

In this research, the “sustainability” is measured by a 
change of a value of certain index in time. According to the 
concept of the sustainable development, a claim for the 
sustainability of a certain system is to be approved when 
the magnitude of the change in parameters in each 
subsequent period of time takes a value that corresponds to 
the conditions, which are defined by certain restrictions. 
Fig. 1 shows the model of sustainability zone. 

 

Fig. 1. Models of defining the “sustainability zone” 
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Notes: Imax/Imin: the maximum/minimum value of the 
index data, N/2: half the range of values, Lu: the upper 
range, Ld: the lower range, Var 1: Variation 1, Var 2: 
Variation 2 

Variation 1 shows a wider sustainability zone. The 
deviation of the values of the index from the central value 
is significantly wide. For variation 2 the given zone is 
narrower, and the distributions of the values of the index 
are observed closer to the central value. Generalizing the 
two cases shown above, it is worth mentioning that 
selecting the sustainability zone entitles one to employ 
certain logical conclusions. Thus, the sustainability zone 
can be defined as a zone which comprises of some portion 
of the observed values. In this research, applicability of the 
following two criteria is examined: 

Criteria 1 (the variation 1 of Fig 1): The maximal and the 
minimal values are chosen as the boundaries. Then, the 
sustainability zone is determined as a set of values within 
the range of Ld/2 and Lu/2 of Fig. 1.     

Criteria 2 (the variation 2 of Fig 1): The normal 
distribution is assumed as the basis of this option. The 
sustainability zone is defined as the zone where the values 
of the index fall under the interval from –σ to +σ. I.e. 68.26 
% of the cumulative value of the normal distribution.  

Thereby, by defining the sustainability level one gets a 
certain distribution of the values within the sustainability 
zone and beyond.  

In order to demonstrate the usefulness of the model 
shown above, the following procedure was taken:  

1) Examine the capabilities of exporting high-technology 
products of Ukraine. 

2) Analyze the indices of sustainable development and of 
economic development of the world. 

 

 

Fig. 2. Dynamics of the values of the high technology exports of 
Ukraine and sustainability zones of the given index (World Bank, 

2017) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

III. RESULT 
Fig. 2 presents the results of the analysis. 

The result of the analysis on the observed values that are 
distributed in the “½ zone”, the variation 1 modeled in Fig 
1, and in the “–σ…+σ zone”, the variation 2 modeled in Fig 
1, leads to the following conclusions. Out of 15 observed 
values, 7 values are distributed in the “½ zone”, whereas 4 
values are distributed in the “–σ…+σ zone”. This result 
indicates that more than a half of the observed values of the 
index of high-technology export of Ukraine are out of the 
sustainability zone in both cases of variation 1 and 
variation 2 during the period between 1996 and 2010, 
therefore upon this model it is concluded that the high-
technology export was unstable and not sustainable during 
the period.  

The next step is to analyze the indices (World Bank, 
2017) of sustainable development, Isd, and of economic 
development, Iec, of the world. For the analysis, the data 
were selected from the period between 2005 and 2012, and 
modifications were made so that the data can hold the 
consistency of the ranking between the countries. For the 
modification, the relative values of each country’s indices 
were calculated, and then 1.0 was given to the country with 
the highest value of each index. For example, the Isd value 
of 1.0 is given to Sweden. Fig.3 shows the relation between 
Isd and Iec of 28 member states of the European Union.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6



KSI   Transactions on   K N O W L E D G E  S O C I E T Y  
 

Trajectories are shown in Fig. 3, which present the 
changes of the index values over 7 years from 2005 of 
Italy, Spain, Greece and Ukraine. 

Upon the observation of Fig 3, the following conclusions 
were drawn: 1) each state has similar loop-like trajectory of 
the index value; 2) for the last few years, the most dynamic 
trajectory is that of Greece; Italy bears less substantial 
changes during the last 3 years; 3) Ukraine and Spain keep 
higher sustainability level during the period between 2010 
and 2012, which indicates the stable economy at the given 
time period.  

When applying the criteria of the “½ zone”, the 
following results were obtained. Sustainable development 
in Greece is observed during the period from 2010 to 2011; 
in Italy, from 2005 to 2006; in Spain, in 2005, 2011 and 
2012; in Ukraine, from 2006 to 2010. According to the 
findings it is concluded that: in all countries who suffered 
substantial hardships due to the global economic crisis the 
analyzed values of indices for the period between 2007 and 
2009 were beyond the sustainability zone; and there is a 
distinct division between a pre-crisis and post-crisis 
conditions, which are revealed by these trajectories. 
 

 
Fig 3 Includes the period of global economic crisis in 

2008 
 
 
Based on the above findings, it is recommended to 

determine the zones of targeted sustainability with various 
indices.  

To carry out further investigations, a certain trend should 
be selected so that the optimal indicator of sustainable 
development can be found. For example, the above analysis 
shown in Fig 3 includes the period of global economic 
crisis in 2008 so that a contrast can be made between the 
countries who have more involvement in the world 
economic system such as most of the EU member states 
and who have less such as Ukraine.  

Those values should be investigated by the experts for 
the optimization of resource allocations in regard to 
sustainable resource management. On the grounds of the 
methods mentioned above, it is also recommended to 
further investigate the ways of determining the limits of the 
acceptable deviations of the index values. 

 
IV. CONCLUSION 

 
After evaluating the trajectories of the values of the 

indices from 2005 to 2012, it was found that the minimum 
interval of one year is necessary for analyzing the 
processes of sustainable development, which should be 
associated with the optimal use of limited resources of 
humankind and concordant unification of economic, social, 
ecological and institutional domains.    

The methodical approach described in this paper enables 
determining the sustainability zone upon the dynamics of a 
couple of indices, and analyzing the processes of socio-
economic development of the countries and the regions. 
Elaborating the measures that would allow maintaining the 
level of the index within the sustainable zone for a period  

 
 
 
 
 

of time shall ensure the execution of the analysis of 
sustainable development on a long-term basis.  

A form of methodological approach was developed to 
determine the sustainability zone for assessing the values of 
the indices for a significant time interval. A certain time 
period is necessary for dynamic modeling of individual 
indicators.  

Further scientific research is required for justifying the 
proposed methodical approach upon the data set of various 
indices, regions and time periods 

. 
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Results from study of the competitiveness and the 
interaction between Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, 

cluster members 

Kiril Anguelov1, Vesela Kaynakchieva2 

 
 
Abstract: The surveyed Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, dif-

ferent clusters members in Bulgaria, are interacted, while at 
the same time are competitors of internal and external mar-
kets. The surveyed 37 enterprises, members of 10 industrial 
clusters in Bulgaria, are interacted in various business activi-
ties – for example in the production of a given product type, in 
the case of the execution of general orders, in the implementa-
tion of common projects. They are cooperated between them-
selves and have a certain degree of confidence in the cluster. 
This in turn leads to an increase in labor productivity, as well 
as to enhance the competitiveness of the production produced 
by them.  

Index Terms: competitiveness, economic interaction, 
Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, industrial cluster, 
production, confi-dence, cooperation 

 JEL: R10, O10, L60. 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

From the literary study that has been made, there are 
identified several main directions of study, covering the 
essential aspects of the formation, structuring, functioning, 
development, interaction, as well as some basic 
characteristics of the clusters. They can be summarized as 
follows: • Improving opportunities for the development of 
innovation processes, increasing labor productivity and 
economic growth [1]; • Studying and analyzing the 
macroeconomic framework for technology development in 
Bulgaria [2]; • Processes and possible effects on the 
formation and development of regional industrial clusters 
in Bulgaria [4] • The operation and development of clusters 
of the high-tech industry [3]; • The virtual enterprise 
method is applied to form an innovative industrial cluster 
[5]; • Stimulating corporate knowledge in various forms of 
cooperation with the help of industrial clusters [6]; • 
Stimulate entrepreneurial processes and enhance the 
competitiveness of individual enterprises [7]; • Industrial 
clusters have characteristics of inter-regional and inter-
sector clusters [8]. 

The aim of current study is to research and analyze the 
competitiveness and the interaction between Bulgarian 
high-tech enterprises, cluster members, through 
“Questionnaire for preliminary research and analysis of the 
competitiveness of Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, 
members of cluster”.  
 

 
1,2 Kiril Anguelov, Vesela Kaynakchieva, are from the Faculty 

of Management, Department of Economic, Industrial Engineering 
and Management, Technical University − Sofia, Sofia, Bulgaria 

 
The subject of the study is the theoretical formulations 

and mechanisms for defining the opinions of the different 
authors regarding the formation, functioning and 
development of the industrial clusters in the Bulgarian and 
world literature. 

Object of the study are production enterprises, members 
of cluster.  

The relevance of the study is determined by the 
importance of the research problem – study of the 
competitiveness and the interaction between Bulgarian 
high-tech enterprises, cluster members, through 
questionnaire, that is filled in from Bulgarian high-tech 
enterprises, Bulgarian cluster members.  

 
II. A GENERAL CHARACTERISTIC OF THE 

RESPONDENTS, WHICH ARE FILLED OUT THE 
QUESTIONNAIRE  

 
The surveyed enterprises are 37 in number, 10 various 

Bulgarian clusters members.  Each enterprise is a member 
of only one cluster in Bulgaria. Each enterprise has 
completed a “Questionnaire for preliminary research and 
analysis of the competitiveness of Bulgarian high-tech 
enterprises, members of cluster”.  

The “Questionnaire for preliminary research and analysis 
of the competitiveness of Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, 
members of cluster” consists of 23 questions. Some of 
them are open and some questions are closed. Closed 
questions also include issues where enterprises can point 
out more than one faithful answer, according to their 
business or their business strategy.  

 
2.1. Relative share of enterprises in the individual 

clusters in Bulgaria, filled out the questionnaire  
 
In the table 1 and figure 1 a relative share of the 

surveyed enterprises in the individual clusters in Bulgaria is 
presented. 

Conclusion from Table 1 and Fig. 1.: Relative share 
of enterprises in the individual clusters in Bulgaria 

The total surveyed enterprises, members of different 
clusters in Bulgaria, are 37 in number.  Most of the 
enterprises surveyed are in Cluster "Green Transport"  - 11 
(30%). The least surveyed enterprises are in three clusters 
of 1 number – Cluster “Inuted Insurance Brokers” (3%), 
Cluster HITS – “Horizontally Integrated Technologies & 
Systems (3%), Black Sea Energy Cluster (3%), High-tech 
Cluster (2%).  
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TABLE 1.  
RELATIVE SHARE OF ENTERPRISES IN THE INDIVIDUAL CLUSTERS IN 

BULGARIA 
 

Relative share of enterprises in the individual clusters in 
Bulgaria 

Cluster name 

Number of 
enterprises/ 

Absolute frequency 
Relative share 

(%) 
Automotive Cluster 
Bulgaria 4 11 
Bulgarian Furniture 
Cluster 4 11 

High-tech Cluster 1 3 
Electric Vehicles 
Industrial Cluster 
(EVIC) 2 5 
Cluster “INTER MODA 
TRADING” 5 14 
Cluster “Green 
Transport” 11 30 
Cluster “Mechatronics 
and Automation”   7 19 
Cluster “United 
Insurance Brokers” 1 3 
Cluster HITS – 
“Horizontally Integrated 
Technologies & Systems” 1 3 
Black Sea Energy 
Cluster 1 3 

Total 37 100 
 

 
 

Fig. 1. Relative share of enterprises in individual clusters in 
Bulgaria 

 
In the Cluster “Mechatronics and Automation” surveyed 

enterprises are 7 in number (19%). In Cluster “INTER 
MODA TRADING” surveyed enterprises are 5 (13%).  

In two clusters there are the same number of enterprises 
that filled the questionnaires – 4: Bulgarian Furniture 
Cluster (11%), Automotive Cluster Bulgaria (11%).  

From Electric Vehicles Industrial Cluster (EVIC) the 
surveyed enterprises are 2 (5%). 
 

III. RESEARCH ON THE COMPETITIVENESS AND 
INTERACTION BETWEEN BULGARIAN HIGH-TECH 

ENTERPRISES, CLUSTER MEMBERS 
 

3.1. Cooperation as a form of encouraging the interaction 
between Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, clusters members 

Here are shown results from data processing for 19th 
question from the questionnaire.  

 
19 question. How do you evaluate on the six-point scale 

of cooperation between enterprises, cluster members? 
1 – absence; 
2 – insignificant;  
3 – unsatisfactory; 
4 – satisfactory; 
5 – moderate; 
6 – significantly.   
 

TABLE 2.  
EVALUATION ON THE SIX-TIERED SCALE OF COOPERATION 

BETWEEN ENTERPRISES, CLUSTER MEMBERS 
 

How do you evaluate on the six-point scale of cooperation 
between enterprises, cluster members?  

 Frequency Percent Valid 
Percent 

Valid unsatisfacto
ry 

3 8,1 8,1 

satisfactory 11 29,7 29,7 
moderate 11 29,7 29,7 
significantly 12 32,4 32,4 
Total 37 100,0 100,0 

 
Conclusion from Table 2 and fig. 2 
The total number of surveyed enterprises is 37.  To 

Evaluation on the six-tiered scale of cooperation between 
enterprises, cluster members, six evaluations have been 
made: “from 1 to 6“. Evaluations “1 – absence (липса)“ 
and “2 – insignificant (незначително)“ NOT indicated by 
any of surveyed enterprises, cluster members in Bulgaria, i. 
e. any enterprise doesn’t evaluate cooperation between 
enterprises, cluster members as missing or insignificant. 
For other evaluations “from 3 to 6”, enterprises are 
responded with “YES”, as for different evaluations the 
number of enterprises is various.   

To evalustion “6 – significant (значително)”, 
respondents are THE MOST: 12 enterprises (32,4%). For 
evaluation “3 – unsatisfactory (незадоволителнo)“, 
responded enterprises are AT LEAST: 3 enterprises 
(8,1%). For evaluation “5 – moderate (умеренo)“, 11 
enterprises (29,7%) are responded with “YES“. To 
evaluation “4 – satisfactory (задоволителнo)“, 11 
enterprises (29,7%) are responded with “YES”. 
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Fig. 2. Evaluation on the six-tiered scale of cooperation 
between enterprises, cluster members 

 
3.2. Mutual confidence as a tool for encouraging the 

interaction between Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, cluster 
members 

Here are shown results from data processing for 20th 
question from the questionnaire.  

 
20 question. How do you evaluate on six-point scale the 

mutual confidence between enterprises, cluster members? 
1 – absence; 
2 – insignificant;  
3 – unsatisfactory; 
4 – satisfactory; 
5 – moderate; 
6 – significantly.   
 

TABLE 3. 
 EVALUATION ON THE SIX-TIERED SCALE OF MUTUAL CONFIDENCE 

BETWEEN ENTERPRISES, CLUSTER MEMBERS 
 

How do you evaluate on six-point scale the mutual confidence 
between enterprises, cluster members? 

 Frequency Percent Valid 
Percent 

Valid insignificant 1 2,7 2,7 
satisfactory 10 27,0 27,0 
moderate 12 32,4 32,4 
significantly 14 37,8 37,8 
Total 37 100,0 100,0 

 
Conclusion from table 3 и fig 3:  
The total number of surveyed enterprises is 37. To 

Evaluation on the six-tiered scale of mutual confidence 
between enterprises, cluster members, six evaluations have 
been made: “from 1 to 6“. Evaluations “1 – absence 
(липса)“ and “3 – unsatisfactory (незадоволително)“ 
NOT indicated by any of surveyed enterprises, cluster 
members in Bulgaria, i. e. any enterprise doesn’t evaluate 
mutual confidence between enterprises, cluster members as 
missing or insignificant. For other evaluations “from 3 to 
6”, enterprises are responded with “YES”, as for different 
evaluations the number of enterprises is various.   

To evaluation “6 – significantly (значително)”, 
respondents are THE MOST: 14 enterprises (37,8%). For 
evaluation “2 – insignificant (незначително)“, responded 
enterprises are AT LEAST: 1 enterprise (2,7%). For 

evaluation “5 – moderate (умеренo)“, 12 enterprises 
(32,4%) are responded with “YES“. To evaluation “4 – 
satisfactory (задоволителнo)“, 10 enterprises (27%) are 
responded with “YES”. 

 

 
 
Fig. 3. Evaluation on the six-tiered scale of mutual confidence 

between enterprises, cluster members 
 

3.3. Bulgarian clusters who have benefited from 
European and Operational Programs 

Here are shown results from data processing for 22th 
question from the questionnaire. The study concerns the 
2007-2013 programming period. 

 
Conclusion from table 4 and fig. 4.: 
The total number of surveyed enterprises is 37, which 

are members of 10 clusters in Bulgaria. Each enterprise is a 
member of only one of the surveyed Bulgarian clusters.  

The Cluster, which has benefited from the MOST 
European or Operational Programs for the 2007-2013 
programming period, is the Electric Vehicles Industrial 
Cluster (EVIC) 4 programs (19%).  

Clusters that have benefited from AT LEAST European 
and Operational Programs: 1 number (5%) are the 
following: Automotive Cluster Bulgaria, High-Tech 
Cluster, Cluster “INTER MODA TRADING”. 

The cluster, which has not benefited from NEITHER 
European or Operational Program, is Cluster “United 
Insurance Brokers”. 

The Bulgarian Furniture Cluster and Cluster 
"Mechatronics and Automation" have benefited from the 
same number of European and Operational Programs: 3 
(14%). 

The Cluster “Green Transport”, Cluster “HITS – 
“Horizontally Integrated Technologies & Systems” and the 
Black Sea Energy Cluster have benefited from the same 
number of European and Operational Programs: 2 (10%). 

 
3.4. Bulgarian clusters who have implemented Projects 

under a European or Operational Program 
Here are shown results from data processing for 23th 

question from the questionnaire. The study concerns the 
2007-2013 programming period. 
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TABLE 4. 
 RELATIVE SHARE OF CLUSTERS IN BULGARIA WHO HAVE 

BENEFITED FROM EUROPEAN AND OPERATIONAL PROGRAMS 
 

Relative share of clusters in Bulgaria who have benefited from 
European and Operational Programs  

Cluster name 

Number of 
enterprises/ 

Absolute frequency 
Relative share 

(%) 
Automotive Cluster 
Bulgaria 1 5 
Bulgarian Furniture 
Cluster 3 14 

High-tech Cluster 1 5 
Electric Vehicles 
Industrial Cluster 
(EVIC) 4 19 
Cluster “INTER MODA 
TRADING” 1 5 
Cluster “Green 
Transport”                                2 10 
Cluster “Mechatronics 
and Automation”   

                                         
3 14 

Cluster “United 
Insurance Brokers” 0 0 
Cluster HITS – 
“Horizontally Integrated 
Technologies & Systems” 2 10 
Black Sea Energy 
Cluster 2 10 

Total 19 100 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fig. 4. Relative share of clusters in Bulgaria who have 
benefited from European and Operational Programs 

 
 

 
 

TABLE 5.  
RELATIVE SHARE OF CLUSTERS IN BULGARIA ON REALIZED 

PROJECTS UNDER A EUROPEAN OR OPERATIONAL PROGRAM 
 

Relative share of clusters in Bulgaria on realized Projects under 
a European or Operational Program 

Cluster name 

Number of 
enterprises/ 

Absolute frequency 
Relative share 

(%) 
Automotive Cluster 
Bulgaria 1 5 
Bulgarian Furniture 
Cluster 3 16 

High-tech Cluster 1 5 
Electric Vehicles 
Industrial Cluster 
(EVIC) 5 26 
Cluster “INTER MODA 
TRADING” 1 5 
Cluster “Green 
Transport”                3                 16 
Cluster “Mechatronics 
and Automation”   7                                          37 
Cluster “United 
Insurance Brokers” 0 0 
Cluster HITS – 
“Horizontally Integrated 
Technologies & Systems” 3 16 
Black Sea Energy 
Cluster 2 11 

Total 26 100 
 

 
 

 
 

Fig. 5. Relative share of clusters in Bulgaria on realized 
Projects under a European or Operational Program 

 
 
 
Conclusion from table 5 and fig. 5:  
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The cluster that has the most implemented Projects under 
a European or Operational Program for the 2007-2013 
programming period is Cluster "Mechatronics and 
Automation": 7 (37%). 

Clusters with the least developed Projects under a 
European and Operational Program: 1 number (5%) are the 
following: Automotive Cluster Bulgaria, High Technology 
Cluster, Cluster “INTER MODA TRADING”. 

The Cluster, which has NONE realized Project under a 
European or Operational Program, is Cluster “United 
Insurance Brokers”. 

Electric Vehicles Industrial Cluster (EVIC) has 
implemented Projects under a European or Operational 
Program: 5 (26%). 

The Bulgarian Furniture Cluster, the Cluster “Green 
Transport” and the Cluster HITS – “Horizontally Integrated 
Technologies & Systems” have the same number of 
realized Projects under a European and Operational 
Program: 3 (16%). 

The Black Sea Energy Cluster has implemented Projects 
under a European and Operational Program: 2 (11%). 
 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 
 
From the research on the interaction and competitiveness 

of Bulgarian high- tech enterprises, members of the cluster, 
the following more important conclusions were made: 

1. The “Questionnaire for preliminary research and 
analyses of the competitiveness of Bulgarian high-
tech enterprises, members of cluster” is one of the 
stages of the Methodology for the study for economic 
interaction levels in Bulgarian high-tech enterprises. 
This Methodology analyzes the interaction and 
competitiveness of enterprises, cluster members.  

2. The questionnaire for collecting, systemizing and 
analyzing the data from the study supports the 
application of the expert-analytical method in the 
analysis of the interaction, the relations between 
enterprises, members of industrial clusters in 
Bulgaria, as well as the enhance competitiveness of 
the production, produced by them.  

3. From the processes data from the questionnaire it is 
clear that the interaction and relations between 
enterprises, industrial cluster members in Bulgaria, 
are realized in the implementation of common orders, 
in the production of some types of products and 
implementation of common projects. 

4. The cooperation and the mutual confidence between 
Bulgarian high0tech enterprises, cluster members, 
contribute to stimulating the interaction between 
them. This in turn leads to enhance the 
competitiveness of their production. 

5. Bulgarian high-tech enterprises, cluster members, are 
interacted between themselves, but at the same time 
remain competitors on internal and external markets.  

6. The enterprises that filled in the questionnaire are 37 
and are members of 10 clusters in Bulgaria. Each 
enterprise is a member of only one cluster. The 
surveyed enterprises are from different industrial 
branches, covering about 80% of the leading 
branches for functioning clusters in Bulgaria. Also in 
these 80% is the cluster services sector – ICT sector 
(information and communication technologies). 
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Abstract: The paper presents different approaches to solve 
conflict that arise in organization during change process. 
Their proper implementation is a key for organization 
management to receive successful and sustainable change as 
well as to gain support from the employees. Several case 
studies in Bulgarian state and private companies are 
examined in order to analyze the main factors to overcome 
conflicts and resistance to change.  

Index Terms:Conflict Management, Organizational Change, 
Change Management, resistance to change 

JEL: M12 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 
Modern business world is an equivalent of rapid changes 

that guarantee flexibility of the companies in order to 
respond of the growing customers’ requirements and to 
compete innovatively at the market. But organizational 
changes, especially major reforms always are connected to 
the resistance and conflicts in organization. That is the 
reason why the management of the company should be 
very sensible during the change process and to detect, 
capture and react even on the weakest signals of the 
internal organizational environment. In order to achieve 
successful and sustainable change the management should 
be prepared to manage conflict properly and to avoid 
resistance of the employees. 
 

II. LITERATURE OVERVIEW 
 

There are different approaches explored so far under the 
general subject of the conflict management both in 
theoretic and practical point of view. Madalina (2015) 
defines conflict management as a new challenge in front of 
the modern leaders. He explains conflict referring “to some 
form of friction, disagreement, or discord arising between 
individuals or within a group when the beliefs or actions of 
one or more members of the group are either resisted by or 
unacceptable to one or more members of another group”. 
The origin and arise of conflict he finds in the specific of 
relationship and type of work between employees: “In 
institutions, conflict occurs between various individuals 
because of their frequent interaction with each other. 
Conflict is an expression of hostility, antagonism and an  

 
 

1. University of National and World Economy, Bulgaria, 
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understanding between the staff member” (Madalina, 
2015). The scientist outlines four types of conflict: 

- Interpersonal conflict – according to Madalina, this 
conflict is between two employees and the origin is 
based on the differences mainly in their characters; 

- Intrapersonal conflict – within a person, based on the 
psychological conditions, when experience and the 
individual values, understanding, knowledge and 
attitudes of employee are in disharmony and disorder 
with the present situation. In this case the person 
could deny the new way of work, due to the lack of 
accordance with the previous rules, but also it is 
really possible to stay silent in order not to disappoint 
the management (so called conformist behavior).  

- Intragroup conflict – occurs between people of one 
team. The reasons for the conflict could be various, 
but most common reason could be explain with the 
unequal tasks in terms of level of complexity, time-
consuming or their number. The tension between 
different team members could be extra provoked by 
the stress, deadlines or past relationships. 

- Inter-group conflict – that arises between different 
teams of an organization. Again the reasons could be 
multifarious – Madalina describes them as follows: 
“There are other factors which fuel this type of 
conflict, some of these factors may include a rivalry 
in resources or the boundaries set by a group to 
others which establishes their own identity as a team” 
(Madalina, 2015).  

 
Wang, Jiang and Pretorius (2016) focus their attention 

on the role of culture in the process of conflict 
management. “Conflict management, with the effective 
recognition and use of high-context skills, is a basic 
requirement for success. The manner of managing conflict 
varies in different cultures… conflict-resolution behaviour 
is influenced by people's cultural orientations. From 
historical research, some have suggested various 
techniques to overcome and avoid conflict situations. 
Avoidance, accommodation, compromise, competition and 
collaboration, are such behaviour-related strategies, which 
are widely recognised and used in a conflict environment.” 

International scientific team from United Kingdom and 
The Netherland explores the group decision making. 
According to them “the need for group decision making 
arises because a single individual’s perspective, 
knowledge, or information processing capacity is too 
limited to cope with the organisational challenges brought 
about by the fast changing and interconnected world of the 
21st century. For a group decision making process to be 
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effective, group members should be able to surface, share 
and transform their different perspectives about the 
decision problem being considered” (Franco, Rouwette, 
Korzilius, 2016). O'Neill and McLarnon (2017) examine 
the conflict dynamics for high performance teamwork. 
They “advance the Team Conflict Dynamics Model to 
connect conflict profiles with key variables in the 
nomological net: psychological safety, conflict 
management, and team performance. This model considers 
dynamics by examining conflict transformations over time, 
reciprocal effects of conflict management processes, and 
negative feedback loops”. 

Group of German scientists studies the role environment 
and its influence on the individual behavior, especially of 
mediated and moderated effects of dim warm light on 
collaborative conflict resolution (Kombeiz, Steidle, Dietl, 
2017). After sequences of studies they conclude that 
“among self-oriented individuals, dim warm light activates 
interdependent self-construal, which in turn promotes 
collaborative conflict styles”. They admit that in order to 
“facilitate collaborative conflict resolution, it may be 
favorable to allow individuals to view each other in a 
different light”.  

Other researchers (Shin and all, 2017) explore the 
benefits of distance and mediation in a modern context, 
namely how people react to conflicts in video chat (widely 
used in modern companies). They understand that 
“conflicts come as natural elements in human relationships 
and they are experienced in face-to-face as well as 
mediated interactions.” They have conducted an 
experiment in order to “examined whether different 
communication modalities (video chat: mediated-distal vs. 
face-to-face: non-mediated-proximal) affect emotional 
arousal, partner evaluation, and communication satisfaction 
in conflict-laden interactions.” Their findings clearly show 
that conflicts in mediated channel lead to less emotional 
reactions that is precondition to achieve easier consensus. 
They conclude: “Based on our results, one piece of 
practical advice we can give for those who are likely to 
encounter a conflict situation is that it is okay to 
communicate by using a mediated channel such as video 
chat. It can actually turn out more satisfactorily than an in-
person meeting as the medium provides a comfortable 
distance between conversants so that they can discuss their 
issues in a less aroused and more accommodating manner.”  

The focus of Clercq and Belausteguigoitia research 
(2015) is the family business and more concrete – the 
“potential contingency roles of two conflict management 
approaches (cooperative and competitive) and two 
dimensions of social capital (goal congruence and trust), in 
the context of intergenerational interactions”. They believe 
that “although cooperative conflict management may 
invigorate the relationship between intergenerational 
strategy involvement and innovation pursuits, competitive 
conflict management likely attenuates it. Moreover, it 
proposes that both functional and dysfunctional roles for 
social capital might arise with regard to the contribution of 
intergenerational strategy involvement to family firms’ 
innovation pursuits”. Scientists develop their interest in the 

conflict management field exploring the role of 
transformational leadership, tenacity and passion for work 
as a way to overcome the organizational conflict (Clercq 
and Belausteguigoitia, 2017). According to them, “The 
baseline relationship pertains to the link between 
employees' task conflict and job satisfaction, moderated by 
transformational leadership as a critical leadership style 
and the two personal resources that tap employees' energy 
reservoirs (tenacity and passion)… we argue that task 
conflict reduces job satisfaction levels, but this effect is 
mitigated when transformational leadership, tenacity, and 
passion for work are higher. We also theorize that the 
usefulness of the two personal resources for mitigating the 
task conflict – job satisfaction relationship increases when 
employees cannot rely on transformational leaders” (Clercq 
and Belausteguigoitia, 2017), also can see (Zinoviev 2010) 

The scientific interest of Taiwanese research team 
(Yang, Chen, Wang, 2015) is directed to the role of the 
interpersonal conflict. They refer to the other researchers in 
this field and define the interpersonal conflict as a 
“conflicts that occur between different individuals, groups, 
and organizations”. They highlight that the “lack of 
understanding about conflict and its dysfunctional impact 
may lead to project failure.” They use the developed 
framework from Barki and Hartwick in 2004 to explain 
dimensions of the interpersonal conflicts. According to 
them “the first dimension is associated with the three 
fundamental properties of interpersonal conflict: 
disagreement, interference, and negative emotion. On the 
other hand, the second dimension pertains to two main 
targets of interpersonal conflict: task and interpersonal 
relationship. The prior research defined interpersonal 
conflict as a dynamic process that occurs between 
interdependent parties as they experience negative 
emotional reactions to perceived disagreements and 
interference with the attainment of their goals” (Yang, 
Chen, Wang, 2015).  

Nordin and all (2014) study the connection between 
organizational climate, level of communication and conflict 
management through different cases in Oil and Gas 
Companies. They explain that “the climate sets the 
atmosphere in the organization that either encourages or 
discourages communication. Organizations with supportive 
environments encourage worker participation, free and 
open exchange of information, and constructive conflict 
resolution. In organizations with defensive climates, 
employees keep their views to themselves, make only 
guarded statements and suffer from reduced morale. Thus 
effective communication is important for the establishment 
of a collaborative communication climate. However, 
management of controversy and divergent thoughts as part 
of the communication climate forms a crucial task to be 
achieved in an organization” (Nordin and all, 2014).  

The scientific discourse on the different aspects of 
change management and conflict management are 
completed on the national level with researches of authors 
such as: Kuzmanova (2012, 2016), Stoyanov (2013), 
Anguelov (2012), Alexandrova (2015), Stoyanova, 
Mironova, Stoyanov (2017) (Hristov, 2015) etc. 
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III. CONFLICTS DURING ORGANIZATIONAL 
TRANSFORMATION 

 
Organizational change provides graceful environment to 

occur conflicts due to the specifics of its nature – in some 
degree – the denial of the organizational processes and 
procedures and manner of work so far on one hand and the 
way of imposing new ones as well as the level of their 
acceptance on the other. There are several main directions 
of potential conflict zones that management should have in 
mind at the initial phase of change relevant to the type of 
transformations. Conflicts are direct result and 
consequence from the resistance of employees to 
implemented change. In this regards the conflict 
management could be consider as a strategic way of 
overcoming resistance where the degree of communication 
engagement of all managerial levels play crucial role.  

To achieve the goal of this paper, namely to define 
different types of conflicts during change process of 
organization, we will explore different cases studies from 
Bulgarian enterprises and public authorities.  
 

CASE STUDY 1: BULGARIAN SMALL AND MEDIUM 
ENTERPRISE PROMOTION AGENCY (GOVERNMENTAL BODY) 

 
Bulgarian Small and Medium Enterprise Promotion 
Agency is a public authority under the Minister of 
Economy, responsible for implementation the government 
policy for the small and medium enterprises sector. Since 
the Republic of Bulgaria became a member-state of the 
European Union in 2007, the Agency had functions as an 
Intermediate Body of the Operational programme 
“Development of the competitiveness of the Bulgarian 
Economy” (2007-2013). These new responsibilities have 
imposed the transformation of organizational structure of 
the Agency in order to increase the number of employees in 
Intermediate Body of the programme. As a result of this, 
for the really short time (especially when we talk for the 
agency, part of the public administration) – for the period 
of two-three months were launched public job competitions 
and a large number of experts were hired in different 
positions at the newly formed directorate within the 
Agency. Just for the comparison – the new experts from the 
Intermediate Body were the half of the total number of all 
employees of the Agency. Only few employees from the 
previous staff of the Agency were re-appointed to the new 
directorate (on two of the five positions from the middle 
management were “old” experts as well as few experts in 
the administration). In order to describe the real situation 
which occurred after change and also to be precise in our 
analysis, we have to explain that due to the lack of enough 
office place, the Intermediate Body was physically 
separated from the other part of the Agency (including 
from the top-management). Intermediate Body with more 
than 92% new employees (including management staff) 
was at the office building located at the periphery of the 
city while the “old” part of the Agency was at the center of 
Sofia. The other major difference were locked at this time 
at the legislation – there was a Council of Ministers Decree 

in compliance with which all experts who were responsible 
for the implementation and management European 
Structural Funds were paid much better than other experts 
from the public administration. All these circumstances 
represented good prerequisites for multilayered conflict 
based on the classical line “old-new” employees.  

The analysis of situation requires to define type of 
change, the way of internal communication, different level 
of interaction (between middle management and top 
management, between managers from middle management, 
between experts from different directorates), the type of 
conflicts and their origin and the conflict management. 
According to the Change Management Theory, the present 
organization change is positive due to the enlargement of 
the organization. The way of its communication is adequate 
based on the fact that all employees were aware of new 
responsibilities of the Agency and the resulting 
consequences including formation of new directorate and 
hiring new employees. The conflicts has occurred after the 
change implementation and we could claim that their origin 
is on one hand based on the different technic preconditions 
(including level of wages, different level of average age of 
the staff and the location of offices) but on the other hand – 
the lack of strategy managerial decisions at the first 
moment of conflict. As a result – there were at the 
beginning sporadic misunderstandings that have led to the 
poor coordination and poor achievements. Thus has 
reflected to interaction between all employees and the new 
ones in the Intermediate Body – the conflict in its apogee 
was as real war activities and the two sides had an 
irreconcilable antagonistic attitude. As an extremely late 
experiment, the management has decided to organize team 
building programme, but unfortunately with negative 
result. This strategy has only led to consolidation of the 
initial attitude of the two major groups and not to 
compromise decisions. The right moment for the 
managerial decision and action was irretrievably lost and as 
a result – the change was unsuccessful.  
 

CASE STUDY 2: THE BULGARIAN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
In 2014 there were structural reforms in the Council of 

Ministers Administration, concerning two directorates – 
Programming of EU Funds Directorate and Information 
and Management Systems for EU Funds Directorate. The 
general function of EU funds for information and publicity 
was transferred from the former Information and 
Management System Directorate (after change from the 
name of this Directorate was dropped the term 
“information”) to the Programming Directorate. At first 
glance the change seems to be insignificant with no 
resistance, consequences, negative emotions and conflicts. 
But the inappropriate way that this transformation was 
initiated and managed led to indirect conflicts at the first 
months of its implementation that reflected to the quality of 
work of transformed unit. The reform was implemented 
with lack of any information from manager level and 
employees were under direct and permanent attack of 
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rumors and different conspiracy theories. The change was 
accompanied by the internal transformations within the two 
directorates. Initial staff responsible for implementation EU 
measures for information and publicity was reduced from 
four to two experts, who became new employees of 
Programming of EU Funds Directorate. The other two 
experts lost their jobs. “Old new” experts were faced with 
hidden disapproval from their colleagues of the present 
directorate. It took several weeks to realize the reason of 
such unfriendly behavior. Due to the lack of adequate 
official information from top manager, all employees from 
the Programming of EU Funds Directorate believed that 
newcomers will be hired at their positions. The menace of 
losing job was the activate key for conflict occurrence. In 
order to secure the implementation of information and 
publicity measures with enough human resources, other 
three experts were prequalified to work for these new 
responsibilities of the directorate. As a result of the change, 
after few months two of all 5 experts for information and 
communication left this prestigious work after that the 
chief of the unit also quitted. From the human resources 
point of view in order to achieve sustainable reform, the 
change was unsuccessful implemented. The main reason 
for the conflict was the lack of adequate information 
accompanied by absolutely neglecting and disregarding the 
individual needs of experts. The unit for information and 
communication still exists today within the major 
directorate named Central Coordination Unit at the Council 
of Ministers Administration, but only one from its founders 
is working in it. The terms such as institutional memory or 
building administrative capacity rest without any sense 
when reforms were implemented without clear strategic 
goal.  
 

CASE STUDY 3: PROXIAD BULGARIA 
 

The French enterprise Proxiad was founded in 1997 as a 
company for IT services. For short time company has been 
booming, delivering high-tech IT services, based on the 
high quality professionalism of the employees. In 2004 the 
company has established its office in Bulgaria with 
branches in Sofia and Plovdiv. Today a quarter of all 
employees of the enterprise work in Bulgaria. Proxiad-
Bulgaria as a business organization is relatively 
independent with its own portfolio of clients to provide full 
range of IT services. One of the major characteristics of the 
Proxiad is the fact that the company does not have its own 
product, and the teams are developing custom-made 
software. The Bulgarian offices of the Proxiad Group work 
for large customers including several French banks, as well 
as for the leader in Eastern Europe and the USA for 
electronic invoices. In order to respond of the client’s needs 
for the short period of time the company has increased the 
number of the employees. At the beginning Proxiad 
Bulgaria has started with 5 experts, now they are more than 
130. This enlargement reflected to the level of relationship 
within the software teams. The management has to secure 
the proper environment for new experts to adapt quickly. 
Thus requires more complex interactions, including the 

special training programmes moderated by the more 
experienced team-leaders. In spite of the efforts made and 
the company policy, the organization`s management admits 
that they cannot completely avoid the conflicts young-old 
employees. The main reason is based on the level of 
responsibilities and the roles of the team.  
 

CASE STUDY 4: RAICOMMERCE CONSTRUCTION 
 

Raicommerce Construction was established in 1991 as a 
family company in Bulgaria. This family business has 
grown during the years and the company now is a Holding 
with 26 million euro annual turnover (for 2015) and more 
than 350 employees (181 plumbers, 41 team leaders, 30 
construction managers, 55 administration, 43 specialists). 
The company is specialized in construction in water sector 
and became a leader at the national market. The 
organization is a member of Bulgarian Water Association, 
Bulgarian Association for Trenchless Technology, 
Bulgarian Construction Chamber etc. In 2011 the company 
has implemented structural organizational change in order 
to achieve diversification of the business activities and 
assets. The new structure of the holding includes four 
major divisions:  
 Infrastructure Construction Division (mainly focused 

on the major infrastructure projects);  
 Trenchless Technologies Division (established in 

1997, focused on the building up of pipelines trough 
drilling machines so called “mole type”);  

 The WSS Construction and Maintenance division 
(focused on the implementation of emergency and 
planned repairs of the water pipeline system, 
specialized in urban conditions of a complex 
underground infrastructure);  

 Logistics Division comprises the operations related to 
process optimization, delivery of goods and materials 
according to the set quality and quality indicators with 
minimum efforts and costs. 

The new organizational structure of the company is based 
on the goal to achieve more flexibility and to react 
adequately for the growing customer requirements and 
needs. The process of change was connected at the 
beginning with short conflicts between employees due to 
the new process of work. The good interaction between 
middle management and employees as well as the broad 
usage of all forms both in direct (mainly) and indirect 
communication has prevented the expansion of conflicts.  
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TABLE 1.  

SUMMARY INFORMATION FROM THE STUDY CASES 
 
Organization Type of 

organization 
Type of 
Change 

Type of 
conflicts 

The reason for 
conflict occurrence  

Change 
Implemen-

tation 

Case study 1: 

Bulgarian 

Small and 

Medium sized 

Enterprise 

Agency 

Public 

administra-

tion 

Positive, 

Structural 

change 

Intergroup 

conflict 

Inadequate 

management of 

change process, wrong 

managerial decisions; 

geographical distance 

between two main 

offices  

Unsuccessf

ul  

Case study 2: 

Council of 

Ministers 

Administratio

n 

Public 

administra-

tion 

Neutral 

with 

negative 

elements; 

Structural 

change 

Intragroup 

conflict, 

based on the 

previous 

intergroup 

relationship 

Inadequate 

management of 

change process; lack 

of proper 

communication for 

change 

Unsuccessf

ul from the 

human 

resources 

point of 

view 

Case study 3: 

Proxiad 

Bulgaria 

Private 

company 

with French 

capital 

Positive, 

Structural 

change 

Intragroup 

conflict 

Rapid company 

expansion and 

insufficient time to 

adapt new employees 

Successful 

Case study 4: 

Raicommerce 

Construction 

Private 

Bulgarian 

Company 

Positive, 

Structural 

change 

Interpersonal 

conflict 

Rapid company 

expansion and 

insufficient time to 

adapt new employees 

Successful 

 
Every organizational change, despite of its type (positive 

or negative) presents a favorable precondition to occur 
conflict. The employees are not accustomed to new 
procedures, rules, colleagues, structure etc. and all new 
moments, direct results from the change could be 
interpreted as a threat for the employee’s personal point of 
view. First few months when the change is implemented 
are crucial for its sustainability and this is the right moment 

for the management to be very accurate and precise about 
decisions that support implemented change. The feedback 
from employees on every day base for middle managers is 
one of the possible way to overcome at the beginning the 
conflicts that could be occurred.  
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CONCLUSION 
 

Conflicts are inevitable part of every change despite of 
its character or type of organization. Their origin depends 
on the variety of preconditions: organizational culture, 
level of internal communication, relationships between 
employees within organization, interactions between 
different managerial levels as well as between managers 
and employees, even depends on the geographic location of 
offices. The paper presents an attempt to analyses types of 
change and the conflicts that arise during transformation 
process. Four different study cases are developed in order 
to understand the role of conflicts during the change 
process. The main conclusion that has to be made is that 
manager should not rest insensitive to conflicts or to 
underestimate their potential. Every conflict (including 
interpersonal) during change process should be consider as 
a resistance and on this base managers have to be prepared 
with adequate strategy to overcome conflicts.  
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Abstract: The „New Silk Road” involves CEE countries, 
member of the 16 +1 group. The Chinese strategic project 
could help to overcome the economic difficulties there, while 
the EU is facing internal crisis. The project has to deal with 
the rivalry for the control over the region, incl. players such 
as the USA, Russia and the EU. There is also the rivalry 
among the Black Sea countries for the benefits of „the Third 
Eurasian Continental Bridge”. A key issue for Bulgaria will 
be the ability of the political elite to formulate the national 
interest and to act independently. 

Index Terms: 16 + 1 group, Third Eurasian Continental 
Bridge, Sino-Russian strategy, rivalry for control, rivalry for 
benefits, logistig hubs, routes 

JEL: F18 

 
I. INTRODUCTION 

The „New Silk Road” (or the „One Belt – One Road” 
initiative, OBOR) is a strategic project, aimed at involving 
many Eurasian countries. From Bulgarian point of view the 
variants of the project, concerning the Black Sea region 
(the „the Third Eurasian Continental Bridge”), deserve 
attention. The economic and political situation will 
determine the dimensions of the possible „Balkan Silk 
Road”, but its impact on the feeble Bulgarian economy will 
be perceptible. A key issue will be the ability of the 
Bulgarian political elite to formulate the national interest 
and to act independently, taking decisions of strategic 
importance. A difficult task, provided that the area of the 
Black Sea (part of Eastern Europe), is a field of 
geopolitical collision of the highest order. 

 During his entire history the Balkan Peninsula, being 
part of Eastern Europe, has played the role of land bridge 
between Central/Western Europe and the Middle 
East/Middle Asia. Major forces have kept fighting for this 
strategic point for centuries. Today the region links the 
large economies of the EU (mainly Germany) with Turkey 
(also Central Asia and the Middle East). The perspective of 
the region to become part of a large logistic network, 
connected to the vast economy of China, explains the 
endeavor of the influential countries and alliances to extend 
their control over the region, with all its infrastructure. 
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II. THE „NEW SILK ROAD“ – A NEW OPPORTUNITY 
FOR CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 
 

The EU, led by its core Germany, should also have the 
ambitions to control the region, but after 2008 the Union is 
confronted with several crises, threatening its entire 
foundation. During the last 8-9 years the EU seemed 
subordinated to the US strategy, unable to formulate and 
follows its own. In the foreseeable future the complicated 
relations with the new US-government and the solution of 
the internal crises would absorb its entire attention and 
energy.  

For the time being the major economic initiative comes 
from the side of China and the EU has been hesitant in its 
reaction. China has long established good positions in the 
leading economies of the EU. Despite the economic crisis 
this position has been extended further, following the 
common dynamics of the bilateral exchange. During the 
last 5 years we witness an increasing Chinese presence in 
the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, some of which 
are also EU-members. 

Although these countries differ widely among 
themselves in political and economic terms, the interaction 
with China is institutionalized on a common platform - the 
group 16 + 1, established in April 2012 in Warsaw. The 
group includes Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, 
Hungary, Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Romania, 
Bulgaria, Croatia, Slovenia, Montenegro, Serbia, 
Macedonia, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Austria and Greece 
announced their desire to participate as observers. 

Since 2012 there have several high level meetings to 
institutionalize the new business relations – in Warsaw, 
Bucharest, Belgrade and Riga. The foreign trade of China 
with this group for 2014 reached a record level of US$ 60.2 
billion. This is still less than the exchange of China with 
Italy only, but on the other hand the increase is by one 
third, compared with 2010. It must be taken into account 
that China maintains good relations with many of these 
countries for decades, given priority to projects with the 
most cooperative partners. (Some differences with the 
Czech Republic in the 1990s provoked the note: „Even 
countries, which previously had problems with China, such 
as the Czech Republic, are showing signs of improving 
bilateral relations.“)  

The „One Belt – One Road” initiative is a project to 
unite this heterogeneous group in the long-term plans of 
China. Transit of goods would be the first stage. Along 
with the access to the major trading partners in the EU, the 
CEE-countries could develop to extended Chinese 
production centers, working in accordance with the 
standards of the Single market of the Union. The „New silk 
road” can facilitate the supply of finished goods, but also of 
semi-manufactured articles, spare parts etc. Drawing closer 
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the labor costs in China to the labor costs in CEE, 
especially in Romania and Bulgaria, allows finding optimal 
solutions, as logistics and pricing are concerned.  

From the Chinese perspective the different status of 
these countries allows a bigger choice: the countries of the 
16 +1 group, which are not members of the EU (and will 
remain outside the Union in the next few years) give more 
opportunities for investment in infrastructure through direct 
negotiations with Chinese enterprises as contractors, 
without taking into account the requirements of the EU 
public procurement. In a later phase of developing the 
project more capital could be invested in production or/and 
in privatizing the available infrastructure. Besides, China is 
interested in the agricultural production potential of the 
region, which remains underdeveloped in the conditions of 
unequal competition with Western Europe within the EU 
Single market. Agricultural products could help solving 
one of the problems of the initiative: the majority of trains 
from Europe to China still travel empty because of the 
shortage of goods on the way back. So far Hungary has 
received US$ 2 billion as investment, Romania - 741 
million, Poland - 462 million and Bulgaria 222 million. 
The next step for Chinese enterprises will be to secure the 
CEE market of 120 million users when (if) the market will 
get sufficiently creditworthy.  

The interests of these countries are not always in 
harmony with the Chinese interests: the CEE countries are 
keen for more „greenfield” investment to boost their 
exports to China and to level their overall negative trade 
balance, while the Chinese attention has so far focused 
mainly on infrastructure, but facing the declining since 
2008 overall investment activity, there are good prospects 
for mutual acceptable projects. China's FDI in the 16 +1 
group account for only 8% of the total Chinese investment 
in Europe. So far US$ 11 billion loans for infrastructure 
projects (the „China - CEE Fund”) have been formally 
agreed, in case that Chinese contractors, materials and 
equipment are involved. 

In 2016 the widely shared feeling among the 16 CEE 
countries is that of an unsatisfactory slow progress, given 
the urgency of the problems to be solved in most of the 
countries - stagnation, unemployment, depopulation. At the 
same time, the Chinese approach is characterized by 
prudence, patience and slowly building a base of long-term 
cooperation. (Not to be forgotten, that at the first phase of 
the project the economic activities are concentrated in the 
Chinese neighbor-countries, so the „Economic Belt” is 
expected to drift westwards slowly.) 

In Brussels the Chinese activity does not provoke a 
serious reaction, although the Chinese approach to 
negotiate with each country separately could hinder the 
implementation of a common (and thus more powerful) 
policy on economic issues, particularly during the 
negotiations on the bilateral investment agreement, which 
last since 2012. Probably the reason is that the political and 
administrative centre of the alliance is too busy with 
overcoming the internal crises and the internal distribution 
mechanisms have reached their limits in supporting the less 
developed member countries.  

Under such conditions any Chinese investment would be 
beneficial. Apart from this the major Chinese partners 
would gain additional benefits from the reduced logistics 
costs of the Chinese supplies. Chinese investment in 
sensitive sectors such as energy and steel, for instance, 
have been made with the implicit consent of the 
supranational institutions of the Union. 

Moreover, China is already engaged (despite its modest 
share) with the EBRD, while many EU-countries 
participate in the Asian Bank for Infrastructure Investment. 
On Chinese aid relies also the „Plan Junker”, promoting 
infrastructure investments in the economy of the Union. 
The relative weakness of the EU on trade issues is evident 
from the fact that China’s finance, telecommunications, 
logistics and procurement sectors remain closed to foreign 
investors, but the same areas in the EU are open to Chinese 
enterprises. 

 

III. THE „NEW SILK ROAD“ AND THE RIVALRY IN 
THE „WIDER BLACK SEA“ REGION 

 

The „Wider Black Sea region” includes some of the 16 
+1 countries, and its geopolitical significance goes beyond 
its regional dimensions. The third and fourth tracks of 
OBOR must pass through it and the success of the Chinese 
venture here will support the concept of a multipolar rather 
than of a unipolar world. According to the researcher 
Andrew Korybko (2015, „Hybrid Wars“) the global clash 
is already underway. According to him, Russia and China 
have a common, or at least coherent, strategy for the Wider 
Black Sea region (like for Central Asia), based on 
infrastructure projects, aimed at creating a huge „regional 
geopolitical transformation.”  

Their design will be supported of on one hand by the 
strong historical and cultural ties between Russia and the 
Balkan and Black Sea countries, on the other hand – by the 
Chinese financial resources, that are essential for the badly 
developing countries in the region. The construction of 
large scale infrastructure (transport and energy) should 
integrate the relatively isolated from each other Balkan 
countries into a more robust economic community and to 
facilitate the interaction of Russia and China with 
continental Europe.  

According to the analysis of Korybko the role of Russia 
in the Russo-Chinese strategic partnership is to spread all 
over the region a vast energy network (gas and oil supplies, 
electricity), while that of China would be to build the high-
speed rail corridor (the „Balkan Silk Road”), connecting 
Turkey (via the Bosphorus), Greece (where to connect the 
„Maritime Silk Road”, using the Greek port of Piraeus), 
Macedonia, Serbia and Hungary. If both countries succeed 
in their intentions, the region may get out of control of the 
main geopolitical rival, the USA.  

The coincidence of interests seems obvious: through 
OBOR China will offer economic (and possibly political) 
alternative to the Western domination, and the Russian 
support is necessary because of its ties to the political and 
economic elites and to the sympathy among the population.  

As far as the Balkans are beyond the immediate reach of 
both countries (especially of China), the implementation of 
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these plans seems quite difficult. The majority of the region 
is controlled by the US directly (through NATO) or 
indirectly (through the EU). This allows the United States 
to block successfully most of the Russian energy projects 
in the last few years and the common strategy of China and 
Russia must rely heavily on the Chinese project. 

However, it should be pointed out, that no open official 
sources confirm the existence of such a common strategy 
of China and Russia. The failed strategic energy project 
„South Stream”, for example, has been negotiated between 
Russian and Italian sides in 2006-2007, i.e. long before the 
deterioration of the relations between NATO and Russia 
(even before the famous Putin’s „Munich speech”, 2008). 
The same fate faced another failed Russian energy project 
in Bulgaria - the „Burgas – Alexandroupolis” oil pipeline. 
At the same time (short before the financial crisis of 2008) 
the relations between China and the US have been far from 
tense, moreover, the G-2 (or „Chimerika”) model have 
been openly disputed and promoted.   

Given the subsequent development, the logic suggests 
some synergy between the two countries, but the presence 
of mutual obligations and pursue of a common strategy is 
yet to be proved by facts. At least such an interaction in the 
Wider Black Sea region seems quite likely, though 
surprises are not to be excluded. Much depends on the 
policy of the new US government there. Democratic 
administrations have been always very active in the region 
(beginning with the president Clinton), while Republicans 
seem generally less engaged. An isolationsts, more 
business oriented, approach of the president Trum could 
alter significally the constellation in the region. 

In the western part of the Balkan Peninsula the control of 
the US and their allies seems so far undisputedable. 
Slovenia and Croatia are part of the EU. They both, 
together with Albania, are also NATO members. 
Regardless of the public mood, Montenegro is also drifting 
towards NATO, which would be a blow to the traditionally 
strong Russian influence there. Bosnia and Herzegovina is 
in fact a protectorate of the EU. The Serbian part of the 
federation faces numerous obstacles to a possible (and 
deisrable) accession to Serbia. The population and the 
policy makers there are hostile to NATO and distrustful 
towards the EU. Through Albania and Croatia the United 
States are able to exert their influence outside their borders: 
in Kosovo and the western parts of Macedonia, also in 
Bosnia. 

The middle of the peninsula, including Republika Srpska 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and Macedonia, still is 
not under the official control of NATO and the EU, but 
their influence on the ruling elites there is tangible. The 
Serbian political elite is divided into supporters of the 
western orientation (in search of economical and political 
stability) and of the traditional alliance with Russia. Facing 
the predominant antiwestern sentiment of the population, 
the politicians have to maneuver awkwardly between East 
and West. In this situation the closer cooperation with 
China offers to the country a vital alternative.  

In Kosovo (protectorate of the United States) is situated 
the large US military base „Bondsteel”. In fact this military 

base controls almost the whole peninsula, considering the 
weakness of the military forces of the Balkan countries. 
The geographical position of Macedonia allows the country 
to play the role of a bridge between the most important 
Greek ports and Central Europe. Similarly, the official 
prowestern orientation of the elite is not shared by large 
parts of the population, which prefer pragmatic and 
mutually beneficial relations with Russia. Facing no 
prospects of EU-membership soon, nearly half of the 
population shares the opinion that Macedonia should seek 
for an alternative development model outside of the EU. 
The cooperation with China offers to the country an 
alternative too, escpecially after the failed attempt to attract 
Taiwanese investors in the 90-es.  

The Black Sea states Bulgaria and Romania are 
controlled entirely by the US (NATO) and the EU. Since 
2014 they are used as a springboard for using pressure on 
Russia. While Romania has no hesitation (Russia is seen as 
the main obstacle to the accession of Moldova, which 
seems the large common dream of the Romanian society), 
the Bulgarian political elite is trying to maneuver (with 
little success) between external suggestions and mass pro-
Russian sentiment, given the strong cultural and historical 
ties with Russia. Geographically Bulgaria offers the 
shortest link between Central Asia and Europe via the 
classical path Istanbul - Plovdiv - Sofia - Nis - Belgrade - 
Budapest, but using this connection requires autonomy in 
the decision making. In the last ten years the Bulgarian 
political elite 

As far as the control over the region is concerned, crucial 
is the policy of Greece, which posseses the most favorable 
geographical conditions. Greece borders on three of afore- 
mentioned countries, it is the main mediator between the 
Mediterranean and the Balkans. Its ports give support to 
vital infrastructure projects between the southern and 
northern parts of the peninsula, enabling so the most 
convenient access to Central Europe. Because of its 
strategic importance Greece has long been used for 
spreading the Western influence in the region. However, 
Greece uses every opportunity to demonstrate 
independence – the Greek political elite has learned 
perfectly to take advantage of the relationships with 
partners and allies, it is a part of the Greek political culture.  

However, currently the country is almost completely 
under external control - the financial crisis lead to complete 
loss of financial sovereignty, despite of the resistence of 
government and citizens. Besides, the refugee and 
immigrant crisis since the summer of 2015 focuses almost 
all the political resources for solving internal problems. 

Greece and Bulgaria secure a convenient gateway to 
Central Europe and the United States have so far managed 
to restrict the Russian (and Chinese?) influence here. The 
Russian energy projects in the region have been 
successfully thwarted. (Even the prospects to the „Turkish 
Stream” gas pipeline still remain vague.) The „Balkan Silk 
Road“ seems nowadays the only feasible project in the 
region, able to change trade routes and volumina and to 
offer new spesialization in the international division of 
labor through Chinese investments. Despite the already 
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(2014) announced Chinese intentions (See Liu Zuokui, 
„Central and Eastern Europe in Building the Silk Road 
Economic Belt“), there still lack visible reactions of the 
US. The questions, regarding the new US strategy, still 
prevail. 

 
IV. VARIANTS OF THE „NEW SILK ROAD“ IN THE 

BLACK SEA REGION 
 

According to the above mentioned documents, the Black 
Sea is a key point in China's plans to access markets in 
Europe. In 2013 the Chinese leadership included also 
Crimea into these plans. The peninsula has been visited by 
Chinese entrepreneurs, keen to explore the opportunities 
for building there a deep-water port, able to redistribute the 
westwards traveling cargo.  The geographical location of 
the peninsula in the way of the Eurasian freight allows the 
construction of large scale logistics unit, solving so the 
problems of unemployment and poverty. During the visit of 
President Viktor Yanukovych in Beijing 2011 a 
preliminary agreement for the construction of a deep-sea 
port „Crimea“ and for the reconstruction of the fishing port 
of Sevastopol have been sighed, totaling over US $ 3 
billion.  

The projected annual traffic is about 150 million tons, 
while shortening the traditional routes could reach 6000 
km. Given the ongoing development there, those plans will 
be apparently posponet until the settlement of the crisis in 
Ukraine (which can take a long time). The advantages of 
Crimea can not be ignored anyway.  

These advantages could be linked with the intention of 
the Romania’s government to develop together with several 
Chinese companies a high-speed (350 km per hour) rail 
connection from Bucharest via Iasi to Chisinau. According 
to these plans, the high-speed railroad should become a 
pilot project for the whole Central and Eastern Europe and 
Romania should become the leading country in this respect. 
The Bucharest – Chisinau route is actually part of the long 
disputed Black Sea Ring Highway, which would link all 
important black Sea ports, incl. Crimea. (The 
implementation of such plans, however, requires once 
again a lasting settlement of the crisis in Ukraine.) 
Romania is conscious of the importance of China's plans 
for its own development. At a conference, organized by the 
Aspen Institute in 2013, minister Constantin Nita 
announced plans for turning the country into „Strategic 
regional centre“, linking Europe with Asia, using its 
favourable geographical location. 

For this purpose Romania should deepen the cooperation 
with China, India, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Georgia, 
which still doesn’t meet Romania’s expectations. The 
country is aware of its advantages: they include the 
Danube-Black Sea channel and the port of Constanta, both 
built during the socialist rule. The capacity of the port is 
larger than the capacities of both Varna and Burgas 
together and enables the cargo to reach on water the 
economic center of the EU, Germany, through the channel 
mentioned. In the opposite direction operated till 2016 a 
high capacity ferry from Constanta to Istanbul (now 

suspended due to technical problems), and the highway 
Budapest-Craiova-Bucharest-Constanta must divert 
shipments from Asian Georgian port of Poti on account of 
Burgas and Varna. (So the Romanian plans.) 

The clash between the US and Russia in Ukraine 
(Moldova, Georgia), however, in which Romania actively 
supports its NATO ally, impedes or at least postpones the 
implementation of China's plans. Much depends on the 
status of the Crimea peninsula. Anyway, after 2014 there 
are no news, conserning the joint economic ventures 
already discussed. Romanian plans have stalled, as 
evidenced by the problems with the ferry mentioned. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine is trying to revive the Chinese 
initiative and to build a new communication route to China, 
despite (or because) of the political and economic troubles. 
The route should become part of the „New Silk Road” and 
to provide an alternative for cargo from Ukraine to Asian 
markets and vice-versa. The New Silk Road should run 
from Chornomorsk (formerly Illichivsk) near Odessa by 
ferry to Batumi, then by rail through Georgia and 
Azerbaijan, by ferry across the Caspian Sea to Aktau in 
Kazakhstan and then again by rail to the Kazakh-Chinese 
border. The full trip along the new route, is supposed to 
take a maximum of 14 days.(Michał Kozak, 2016). 

All these plans require lowering the security risks. 
Moreover, the logistic sheme is too complicated because of 
the many rail-ferry changes. There is also the possibility of 
unfair competition (instead of cooperation) between the 
Black Sea countries. If there is some kind of agreement 
between Russia’s and China’s strategies, as Korybko 
suggests, the approach of China towards Romania and 
Ukraine should be monitored with increased interest. So far 
these plans are still more on paper. Since 2014 there are no 
important news on the subject.  

 
V. THE „NEW SILK ROAD“ IN THE WIDER BLACK 

SEA REGION 
 

As shown on the map (see above), the maritime variant 
of the major commercial link between China and Central 
and Western Europe includes countries, belonging to the 
Wider Black Sea region. 

The foundation of this multilateral cooperation has been 
established in 2012 in Warsaw, the first joint conference of 
China and the states of Central and Eastern Europe. Two 
years later, at a meeting in Belgrade, the agreement on 
building the high-speed rail line between Budapest, 
Belgrade, Skopje and Athens, has been signed. This line 
should „act as a corridor between China and the Balkan 
countries“, according to Chinese Premier Li Keqiang. The 
project (worth US $ 3.112 billion) is funded by China 
Development Bank and implemented by Chinese 
enterprises with Chinese workers. After finishing the 
construction of the Budapest-Belgrade line in 2017 the trip 
between the two capitals should be shortened from eight 
hours to two hours and 30 minutes. The overall plan 
involves building a connection of high speed high capacity 
line between the Greek port of Piraeus and Budapest, 
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where cargo could be distributed in all directions, as shown 
on the map. 

 

 

 
Figure 1: The New Silk Road in the Black Sea 

Source: http://www.financialobserver.eu/cse-and-cis/ukraine/ukraine-joins-the-silk-road/ 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Figure 2: The Budapest-Piraeus line 
Source:http://www.capital.bg/politika_i_ikonomika/ 

vat/2015/01/16/2455246_godinata_na_balkanskiia_drakon 

The aim is to shorten the way of Chinese cargo to 
Europe by seven days from 24 currently. The siding of this 
segment in Montenegro should connect Belgrade with the 
Adriatic port of Bar, enabling so direct access to Italy. The 
concrete result for Eastern Europe after the conference in 
Suzhou (2015) is a planned joint venture organization for 
the provision of credit and investment funds for this and 
other projects. Following these plans, in 2014 China started 
building new and upgrading existing rail infrastructure in 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia, Serbia and 
Montenegro, delivering also locomotives, carriages and 
rails at a time when Europe is experiencing economic and  

political crisis and thus unable to support financially the 
countries in the region. 

The direct route to Central Europe through Macedonia 
and Serbia benefits from the inherited transport 
infrastructure of the former Yugoslavia. The choice of 
China was facilitated by the traditionally good relations 
with those countries since the Cold War, and the chronic 
shortage of capital in the region, which can be overcomed 
through the credit line of US $ 11 billion for the 
development of infrastructure, green energy and agriculture 
through implementing new technologies. 
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Besides funding (2-2.5% with a repayment term of 25 
years and a five-year grace period), China provides 
contractors of the projects as well: Chinese state-owned 
construction companies build and renewe roads, 
powerplants, logistics nodes and bridges. In these 
endeavors Serbia has emerged as the strategic partner and 
Belgrade could become the main logistics node of the 
„Balkan Silk Road“. Besides the high speed railroad to 
Budapest and the new bridge over the Danube, an 
agreement on investment of a total of € 2 billion in  

 
„Elektroprivreda Srbiјe“ (EPS), the Serbian state-owned 
energy company, has been sighed. This shows the serious 
intentions of the Chinese side. The deal includes also the 
reconstruction of the „Kostolac“ power plant, which 
produces 11 percent of the energy in the country. Bank of 
China, situated in Belgrade, should cover with its activities 
also the neighbouring countries – Greece, Bulgaria, 
Romania and Albania. The operations would be made 
easier by the planned new direct connection by air between 
Beijing and the capital of Serbia. Easily enough, Serbia is 
the only country in the region, offering visa free acces to 
Chinese citizens.  

The so-called „Western Balkans“ have vague prospects 
for EU-membership, but enjoy favourable trade regime 
with the Union and offer a direct access to its market. On 
the other hand the requirements of the Union, conserning 
public procurement, do not apply, and this benefits Chinese 
investments, particularly given that the investment activity 
of the United States and the EU in the region remains low. 
Taking advantage of this, China deepens its diplomatic, 
economic and institutional relations and within just four 
years became a serious factor in a region, which is located 
almost on the other side of the planet. 

The inclusion of the countries of South-Eastern and 
Central Europe into the „Economic belt“ depends to a great 
extent and on their activity and the ability to combine the 
limitations, imposed by the Western influence, with the 
protection of national interests. If successful, they could 
become not just transit countries (alongside the route 
mentioned), but also parts of the Chinese production chain, 
aimed at the European market – production, distribution, 
marketing and imposing of overseas trademarks.  
 
But despite the favourable (so far) positions of Serbia, 
crucial for the success is the attitude of Greece. 

Greece is the starting point of this route. It offers the 
closest access to the Suez Canal ports. Besides it posseses 
the largest merchant fleet in the world (16.2% of all ships 
bearing the Greek flag), which supplies 60% of the Chinese 
fuel and raw materials imports. On the other hand Greece is 
the largest customer of the Chinese shipyards. Facing the 
insurmountable debt crisis, the Greek government relies 
also on Chinese investment - the Chinese state-owned 
enterprise COSCO paid in 2009 almost € 5 billion for two 
of the three container terminals at the Piraeus port, the 
„Gateway to Europe“. The concession has been awarded 
for a period of 35 years.  

Realizing whole the project, COSCO seeks full control 
over the harbor, but for the privatization of OLP (the Greek 
state-owned operator of the harbour) the Chinese must 
compete with Maersk, Ports America Inc. and International 
Container Terminal Services. More of that, the competitor 
have to overcome the resistance from the trade unions and 
the new ruling Syriza party. 

Given the strategic importance of the port, including for 
the „Maritime Silk Road“, it is logical to assume serious 
external interference by the United States and the European 
Commission (presumably under US controll). The attempts 
for privatization continue, aimed also at the ports of 
Thessaloniki and Bar (Montenegro). 

 
VI. BULGARIA AND THE „NEW SILK ROAD“ 

 
At first glance Bulgaria appears in a favorable position 

to take advantage of the opportunities, offered by the „New 
Silk Road“. Located in the center of the Balkan Peninsula, 
our country represents a crossroad between Europe and 
Asia. Тhrough our territory pass five of the ten major pan-
European corridors, incl.: №4 - Budapest - Sofia - Istanbul 
(Thessaloniki), №7 – the Danube waterway (with the 
possibility of direct connection to the Black Sea on the 
Ruse – Varna railroad) and №8 - Burgas (Varna) - Skopje - 
Tirana - Durrës (Vlora). In terms of air transport the center 
of Bulgaria is relatively equally distant from cities like 
Marseilles, Geneva, Frankfurt, Voronezh, Tbilisi, Cairo, 
Tripoli and Tunisia.  
 

 
Figure 3: the Pan-European transport corridors and 

Bulgaria 
Source:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PanEuropean_corri

dors 
 

With two Black Sea ports, several airports (the airport 
near Burgas is the sunniest in Europe) and the opportunities 
of the corridors mentioned, the country could become a 
significant logistics hub with the development of all 
ancillary activities - transport, warehousing, cargo 
processing. Facing the destroyed industry, inefficient 
agriculture and limited tourism, logistics coud become the 
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only branche, ensuring a favourable specialization within 
the highgly competitve Single market of the EU.  

From the Chinese point of view, the direct commercial 
link between Central Europe and Central Asia via Turkey, 
Bulgaria and Serbia deserve the same attention, as the 
combined maritime-land route, mentioned above. In 2010 
China invited Bulgaria to participate in a common project 
for high-speed rail that would connect it to Turkey, at the 
latest by 2025.  

Unfortunately, the Bulgarian governments demonstrated 
during the past 27 years that they can not properly assess 
and assert the Bulgarian interests in the case of long-term 
international projects with significant economic effect. In 
the energy supply sector Bulgaria has lost completely the 
role of transit route and distribution center because of 
short-sighted (and dependend) policy. The inability to 
negotiate have resulted in the reallocation of major gas 
supplies to Turkey („Blue stream“, 2003-2005) and the EU 
(„Turkish stream“, contracted in 2016), with respective 
losses of transit fees and (possible) preferential prices for 
Bulgaria. These failures form the image of Bulgaria as a 
dependent and unreliable partner. The same applies to the 
unrealized (though discussed for decades) transportation 
projects, parts of the Pan-European corridors. 

As the restoration of the Silk Road is concerned, 
Bulgaria has missed or underestimated a lot of 
opportunities till now. At the „China - Central and Eastern 
Europe“ meeting in Belgrade (16 to 17 December 2014) 
Bulgaria remained partly isolated as the only country, 
represented not by its premier-minister, but by deputy 
prime-minister without portfolio (Rumyana Bachvarova). 

Almost nothing has been done to build the Burgas-Vlora 
line, which should bring supplies along the Silk Road right 
to Italy, the third largest economy in the EU. The 
alternative to the Romanian intentions could be the Varna-
Rousse line, but this does not seem feasible given the small 
capacity of both ports, as well as the poor condition of the 
railroad operator BDZ. So far no signs of serious 
discussions on these topics with Chinese partners - 
technical aid, financing and so on. In the case of corridor 
№ 4, which should link the Danube with the Aegean Sea 
(Vidin - Sofia - Kulata - Thessalonica), there is also no 
strategy. The progress depends on conjunctural changes 
and does not include Chinese participation. According to 
estimates of logistic experts, completion and upgrading of 
the Pan-European corridors on Bulgarian territory requires 
about US $ 5 bln, an amount that an active diplomacy 
should be able to provide. 

This applies, however, more for the diplomacy of 
Bulgaria's neighboring countries, which succeded during 
the last two decades to divert cargo flows to their more 
secure (in most cases) roads, ports, railway stations and 
warehouses of higher capacity. As mentioned above, 
Romania is trying to redirect corridor № 4 to Constanta. 
Serbia relies on the above mentioned option №10 
(Thessaloniki and Piraeus), while continuing to defer the 
construction of the highway between Sofia and Nis because 
of the „difficult terrain“. The terrain is really difficult and 
the estimated costs are high. But the lack of good 

connections between Bulgaria and Serbia means that the 
emerging large cargo flow through Istanbul simply can not 
be handled on our territory. With funds, provided by the 
EU, Greece builds the „Via Egnatia“ route, which 
duplicates the corridor № 8, but entirely on Greek territory. 
After finishing the Piraeus-Budapest land route (parallel to 
the Danube-Aegean Sea corridor) Bulgaria will be 
surrounded on all sides, not able to take advantage of its 
geographical location. 

The most direct route from Istanbul to Central Europe 
(Vienna) is the old Roman road „Via Militaris“, but the 
current poor condition of the infrastructure and, more 
importantly, the incompetent political leadership of the 
country will probably let the main traffic from the already 
built „Maramaray” tunnel under the Bosporus pass the 
Greek territory via „Via Egnatia“ to join the Piraeus - 
Budapest route. 

Having in mind the speed of the contemporary high 
speed trains, the detour would prolong the road with a few 
hours, which is negligible. We witness the paradox, the 
countries of the Wider Black Sea region to pull up freight 
flows, which do not pass through the Black Sea, while the 
Black Sea country Bulgaria remains isolated, despite its 
obvious geographical advantages. 

The situations is changing, but very slowly. The Chinese 
proposal from 2010 mentioned above, has been discussed 
again in November 2015 during the official visit of the 
Bulgarian government delegation in Beijing and Shanghai. 
So far, the only concrete result was the announcement of 
Chinese plans to build in Plovdiv a logistics center for on 
the way to Europe.The project implementation would mean 
that the Bulgarian side has finally realized the importance 
of the OBOR project and is about to take concrete steps 
towards inclusion in the high speed transcontinental 
railroad. Building in Sofia an agrotrade center within the 16 
+1 framework has been also contracted. 

The still vague attempts to persuade the Chinese side to 
bet on the Budapest - Sofia - Istanbul route instead of „Via 
Egnatia“ have no guarantee of success because of the long 
delay. A real success would be, in fact, the development of 
the Istanbul-Sofia-Belgrade segment. In this case Belgrade 
would gathers two beams - from Piraeus (Thessaloniki) and 
Istanbul and would strengthens its logistics importance. 
The obstacles to Sofia-Nis section, set by the Serbian side, 
could be overcomed most likely with Chinese assistance. 

Another option - the modernization of the Ruse-Varna 
railway, together with the modernization of the port of 
Ruse (building so the connection from Central Asia via the 
Black Sea to the Danube) has not been discussed 
bilaterally. Above all, it requires removing the tension in 
the Black Sea basin, as noted above. 

However, given the external dependence of the 
Bulgarian political elite (and the failed as a result of this 
energy projects with Russia), any undertaking can not be 
considered as guaranteed. The crisis of 2008 almost 
coincides with the entry of Bulgaria into the European 
Union. The Bulgarian professional politicians proved to be 
psychologically unprepared to formulate and defend 
national interests and to fight for favourable international 

26



KSI   Transactions on   K N O W L E D G E  S O C I E T Y  
 

specialization of our country, both within the EU single 
market and on the emerging new economic map of the 
world, arranged by the same this crisis. 

Bulgaria already failed in the attempt to become the 
„energy center of the Balkans“, without serious assessment 
of risks and opportunities. Discussing the possibility 
Bulgaria to become a logistics hub, located between 
Europe and Asia, requres much more, than the stereotypical 
spells, praising „our advantageous geographical location“. 
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The Chinese Dream and a Post-West World Order 

Antonina Habova1 

 

Abstract The emerging post-West world order will be 
largely shaped by China and its understanding of global 
politics and international relations. The concept of the 
Chinese dream gives an idea of the principles and values that 
guide China's further engagement with the international 

system. 
Index Terms:  China, Chinese dream, Xi Jinping 
JEL: F5, H5 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The development of the concept of the Chinese Dream 
that has become the trademark slogan of the presidency of 
Xi Jinping has the potential to strongly influence the 
emerging new world order.1  

The Chinese dream concept appears in a period of 
radical changes in the international system marked by 
profound uncertainty and a cascade of contradictions. The 
crisis of the liberal order seems not to be 
exaggerated.Western liberal forces demonstrate lack of 
vision and ability to provide viable solutions to the existing 
challenges. The era of total US global domination comes to 
its end. The European Union – one of the greatest 

achievements of the Western world after the World War II - 

faces perhaps the most serious challenge in its entire 

history and the response to this challenge will be crucial to 

the EU future.  
Against this background, the new Chinese president Xi 

Jinping demonstrates a sense of historical direction. After 
decades of passive and reactive foreign policy, China ‘has 
surprised’ the world with a number of new initiatives – 
‘One Belt, One Road”, Asia Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, 16+1 forum, the Chinese Dream – that challenge the 
Western-dominated global order and shape a new strategic 
vision for the world.  

The Chinese dream concept seems to be domestically 
oriented but still it has a strong international dimension.  It 
is a natural continuation of the development of the country 
in the last almost four decades when China achieved 
impressive results. Preserving its political system that 
challenges the Western standards of human rights and 
liberal democracy, while at the same time abandoning 
superfluous ideological prejudices, China attained 
significant and sustainable economic growth. As China 
becomes stronger economically, Chinese interests become 
increasingly global and diverse, Chinese foreign policy – 
more assertive. The growing assertiveness of China and the 
idea of rejuvenation of the Chinese nation are the two sides 
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of the same coin. That is why the analysis of the Chinese 
dream is an important step towards understanding and 
predicting China’s foreign policy behavior.  

 
II. THE CHINESE DREAM: LONG-TERM STRATEGIC 

PLANNING IN TURBULENT TIMES 
 
There are different interpretations of the meaning and 

character of the Chinese Dream. Some experts are prone to 
assess it as a new state doctrine, a theoretical innovation, a 
new scientific paradigm (Kondrashova 2014) or as a 
geopolitical strategy (Mingfu 2015). Others assess it as a 
new ideology that tries to unite tradition and modernity for 
proceeding to a new stage of reforms (Kiktenko 2016). And 
there is another group of experts who do not see anything 
new. According to them, the China Dream is so loosely 
defined that it can mean almost anything. 

Most of the ideas, goals and objectives set in the Chinese 
dream concept are already known. The idea of national 
revival is not new for the contemporary Chinese history. It 
was used by different Chinese leaders in 20th century. It is 
strongly associated with the founding father of the 
Republic of China Dr. Sun Yat-sen who made the idea of 
national revival quite popular. The political philosophy 
developed by Sun Yat-sen identifies the three principles of 
the people – nationalism, people’s sovereignty, people’s 
prosperity. The ideas of strong state, peaceful rise, 
scientific development, etc. have been outlined in official 
Chinese documents issued in the era of reforms initiated by 
Deng Xiaoping and further developed by Jiang Zemin and 

Hu Jintao, as well (Kiktenko 2016).  
However, it is the Chinese president Xi Jinping who 

explicitly uses the term “dream” for drawing the future of 
the country. Xi first publicly uttered the slogan in a speech 
delivered in 2012: 

 
Everyone has an ideal, ambition and dream. We are all 

talking about the Chinese Dream. In my opinion, achieving the 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation has been the greatest dream 
of the Chinese people since the advent of modern times” (Xi 
2014, p. 38). 
 
Xi is the first Chinese leader who – in the very beginning 

of his mandate - clearly defines the long-term strategic goal 
of the Chinese nation. Though for the Chinese people a 
period of 50-100 years is not the usual scale for historical 
thinking, for the Western society it is an issue of long-term 
strategy and orientation. President Xi is also the first 
newly-elected leader who announces theoretical innovation 
before any party debates on it and before including it in key 
party documents (Tavrovskiy 2015). This has happened in 
a situation of slow economic growth, overcapacity and lack 
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of new sources of growth in China that necessitates new 
strategy and new policies.  

BBC finds symbolism in the surroundings where 
President Xi first used the slogan – it was the National 
Museum's Road to Revival exhibition where he delivered 
his message to senior leaders. The exhibit expounds on 
China's suffering at the hands of colonial powers in the 
19th and 20th centuries and the subsequent restoration of 
its greatness under Communist Party rule (BBC 2013).The 
understanding that the realization of the Chinese Dream is 
“the long-cherished hope of several generations of the 
Chinese people” and “shared aspiration of all sons and 
daughters of the Chinese nation” (Xi 2014, p. 38) indicates 
the resurgence of a one humiliated nation. After the century 
of humiliation, the new concept has to give back the 
Chinese the sense of historical greatness.   

The address of Xi Jinping to the first session of the 12th 
National People’s Congress in March 2013 further 
delineates the character, the value landmarks and the shape 
of the Chinese dream. There are two predicted milestones 
in the Chinese dream concept – first, bringing about a 
moderately prosperous society (Syaokan society) in all 
respects (prospering state, development of the nation and 
prosperity of the citizens) by 2021when the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) celebrates its centenary, and second, 
building China into a modern socialist country that is 
prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced and 
harmonious by 2049 when PR of China marks its centenary 
(Xi 2014). In 2049, according to President Xi, the Chinese 
dream has to be realized.  

 

III. PILLARS OF THE CHINESE DREAM 
 
In his address to the First session of the 12th National 

People’s Congress President Xi outlines three major 
objectives whose implementation will enable the Chinese 
dream to be realized: 1) “take our path, which is the path of 
building socialism with Chinese characteristics”;) foster the 
Chinese spirit that is the national spirit with patriotism at its 
core;) pool China’s strength that is the strength of great 
unity among the people of all ethnic groups (Xi 2014).  

The preservation and further development of the existing 
political system is one of the key pillars in this concept. Xi 
has emphasized several times that the ‘Chinese Dream’ is a 
dream of the Chinese people that can only be attained 
through ‘socialism with Chinese characteristics’: “We must 
resolutely keep to the right path that we have found through 
great difficulties.” (Xi 2014, p. 38); “both history and 
reality have shown us that only socialism can save China 
and only socialism with Chinese characteristics can bring 
development to China” (Xi 2014, p. 24).  

China denies the universality of the Western system of 
liberal democracy. According to the Chinese leadership, 
the specific model of development applied by China fully 
corresponds to the Chinese reality, traditions and values. 
Hence, the leadership of the Communist party – as one of 
the pillars of the Chinese model - remains undeniable and 
no political change is envisaged.  

Economic development is the core element of the 
Chinese dream. It should promote socialist economic, 
political, social and ecological advancement. The Chinese 
leadership put an emphasis on the decisive role of the 
market in the allocation of resources and optimal definition 
of the role of the state.At the same time, the Chinese 
leadership outlines that the principles of social equality and 
justice – categories which are out of the Washington 
consensus – are inherent requirements of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. The Chinese people have always 
had a perception that ‘inequality, rather than want, is the 
cause of trouble”, the Chinese presidents cites Confucius 
(Xi 2014, p. 108).   

Chinese cultural heritage is one of the keys to 
understanding the specific model of China’s development 
as well as China’s behavior on the international scene. The 
combination of reforms and tradition turns to be a 
successful approach for China (Grechko 2015). Respect for 
traditions peacefully coexists with the implementation of 
policy of reforms and opening up declared by Deng 
Xiaoping. The Chinese Dream articulated by Xi Jinping is 
also deeply rooted in the ancient Chinese tradition and 
values. It is indicative that there are many references to 
ancient philosophers and poets in a significant number of 
the speeches on the Chinese dream delivered by Xi Jinping. 

Confucianism is a significant segment of the ideological 
essence of the idea of the revival of the Chinese nation. It 
lost its role as a state ideology after the revolution of 1911. 
Then, the defeat of China and the backwardness of the 
Chinese society were explained with the conservatism of 
the Confucianism (Kondrashova 2014).The rehabilitation 
of Confucianism in the last decades, however, could be 
viewed as a reaction of China to the expanding influence of 
the values of the Western civilization. It is a sign that the 
reforms and modernization of the country will be further 
implemented in the Chinese way, in compliance with 
Chinese traditional values.  

The attempts of the West to impose its values – 
perceived as universal – to the rest of the world faces 
Chinese understanding that every state and every culture 
has its own values and that foreign ideas have to be adapted 
to the national environment. In this sense, the Chinese 
dream could be assessed as a framework of a specific 
Chinese system of values, norms and principles that is an 
alternative to the Western value system. In the Chinese 
system, Western values such as freedom, democracy, 
human rights are perceived in a completely different way. 
The Chinese moral code calls to harmony, benevolence, 
righteousness, courtesy, wisdom, honesty, loyalty, filial 
piety.  

An interesting parallel can be drawn between the 
Chinese dream and the American dream. Both dreams are 
seen as an embodiment of a national idea. Still, what makes 
them different is namely the different set of values and 
cultural tradition they are based on. The American dream is 
centered on personal (political and economic) freedom and 
individual success and the state remains out of the scheme.  

The Chinese dream is focused on national rejuvenation 
and common prosperity under the guidance of the 
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Communist party. It prioritizes state interests, collectivism 
and it is focused on the collective effort of the whole nation 
not on the success of an individual. As L.S. Perelomov 
from the Russian Academy of Sciences, Institute for Far 
Eastern Studies, points out “Chinese are statist-oriented at 
the genetic level”. The prevailing understanding is that 
only a powerful and stable state could guarantee a 
prosperous live for the society, for each family, for each 
Chinese. President Xi states that:  

 
History shows that the future and destiny of each and every 

one of us are closely linked to those of our country and nation. 
One can do well only when one’s country and nation do well 
(Xi 2014, p. 38). 
 
The idea of ‘patriotism’ has a significant role in the idea 

of the Chinese dream. It is one of the tasks of this concept 
to mobilize patriotic sentiments within the Chinese society. 
This is in line with the particular emphasis put on the 
integrity of the country. The dream of the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation plays a pivotal role for 
the Chinese leadership in mobilizing the support of the 
Chinese population amid declining economic growth rates 
and a wide range of domestic challenges (Forsby 2016). It 
is a new instrument used by the Chinese leadership for 
preventing any split within the Chinese society and uniting 
the entire nation, including those living in Taiwan. “The 
people of both sides of the Straits, regardless of their 
parties, social strata, religions, or localities, should support 
each other in achieving national rejuvenation and the 
Chinese Dream as quickly as possible”, president Xi says 
(Xi 2014, p. 264).  

Special attention is paid also to the overseas Chinese, 
including the Chinese students studying abroad. “Overseas 
Chinese constitute a major force for realizing the Chinese 
Dream”, president Xi Jinping points out at the Seventh 
Conference of Friendship of Overseas Chinese Association 
(Xi 2014, p. 70). Xi repeatedly returns to the notion that 
those who share responsibility for the Chinese Dream, and 
a claim to the privileges it will bring, are people who share 
blood. The Chinese president declares in his speech at the 
centenary celebration of the Western Returned Scholars 
Association that:  

 
No matter how long the shadow it may cast, the tree strikes 

deep roots in soil forever. No matter where they are, Chinese 
students should always keep the home country and its people in 
their hearts (Xi 2014, p. 63).  
 
The development of powerful armed forces- under the 

absolute leadership of the Communist party - able to 
“uphold China’s sovereignty, security and development 
interests” and to “resolutely protect the lives and property 
of the people” (Xi 2014, p. 44) is also perceived as a 
substantial element of the realization of the Chinese dream.   

 

IV. IMPACT ON THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE 
 

The rise of China and its growing involvement in 
international affairs predetermine the increasing 

international projection of the Chinese dream. The idea of 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation could be seen as one of 
the instruments for countering the theory that China is a 
threat to regional peace and security. Representatives of the 
Chinese leadership declare on different occasions that 
Chinese are peace-loving people, that China uphold the 
principle of peace, development, cooperation and mutual 
benefit and needs a peaceful and stable international 
environment in order to fulfill its dream. In a speech 
delivered at the Seventh conference of Friendship of 
Overseas Chinese Association, president Xi points out: 
“China will thrive only when the world prospers” (Xi 2014, 
p. 70). 

At the same time, it is obvious that no compromising is 
possible on Chinese “core interests”.  The Chinese 
president firmly declares that “while pursuing peaceful 
development, we will never sacrifice our legitimate rights 
and interests or China’s core interests. No foreign country 
should expect China to trade off its core interests or 
swallow bitter fruit that undermines China’s sovereignty, 
security or development interests” (Xi 2014, p. 273). 

The launch of the Chinese dream concept coincides with 
a period of China’s foreign policy activation. After three 
decades of strictly abiding by Deng Xiaoping's prescription 
to “hide your capacities and bide your time”, the new 
Chinese leadership seems ready to apply a more assertive 
foreign policy approach and demonstrate stronger 
geopolitical ambitions.  

One year after his speech at the exhibition “The Road to 
Rejuvenation” in 2012, President Xi Jinping announced the 
“One Belt, One Road initiative”. It is the major foreign 
policy initiative of China in the last decades with a 
potential to influence world politics. It aims at ensuring the 
transit routes to the main markets for Chinese goods and 
thus, supporting the transition from export-oriented growth 
towards an economic model based on domestic 
consumption and outward investment (Chankov 2015). 
Any success of the Belt and Road initiative will contribute 
to the realization of the "great revival of the Chinese 
people". On the other hand, it will also provide channels 
for further promoting those values and principles that 
underlie the Chinese dream. Chinese path of development 
that stakes on planning and the leading role of the state 
could be promoted as an alternative model of development.  

Some experts are even prone to think that the Chinese 
dream concept is designed precisely as a foundation for 
further increasing China’s influence and role in the 
international system. They refer to the words of Xi Jinping:  

 
As its strength grows, China will assume more international 

responsibilities and obligations within the scope of its 
capabilities and make greater contribution to the noble cause of 
world peace and development (MFA of the Republic of China 
2013). 
 
Another indication for the existence of a foreign policy 

rationale and some foreign policy ambitions in the idea of 
the Chinese dream is the very fact that Xi Jinping makes an 
interesting connection between the Chinese dream, the 
“African dream’ and the ‘world dream’. During his visit in 
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Tanzania, the Chinese president says that people in China 
and Africa should strengthen unity and cooperation and 
support to make their respective dreams come true. At the 
same time, they should also work with the international 
community to push for the “realization of the world dream 
of lasting peace and common prosperity, so that we can 
make greater contributions to the peace and development of 
mankind” (MFA of the Republic of China 2013). 

Chinese readiness for a greater role in international 
affairs is further unveiled through Xi’s vision for China-
driven ‘Asia-Pacific dream’. Xi declared at the APEC CEO 
Summit that:  

 
The Asia-Pacific dream is about acting in the spirit of the 

Asia-Pacific community and out of a sense of shared destinies, 
following the trend of peace, development and mutually 
beneficial cooperation, and jointly working for the prosperity 
and progress of the region (Xinhuanet 2014).  
 
At the same time, the Chinese president invites China’s 

Asian neighbors "to get on board the train of China's 
development" and to create “a platform of cooperation of 
Asian characteristics” (Xinhuanet 2014) – a vision that 
implies increasing Chinese leadership that challenges U.S. 
domination both on regional and global level.  

 
V. CONCLUSION 

 
A new world order is on the horizon and it is largely 

being driven by China’s rise as a new centre of power. The 
emerging post-West world order will be largely shaped by 
China and its understanding of global politics and 
international relations.  

President Xi Jinping takes a full advantage of the 
turbulent situation in the world in order to guarantee for 
China a special role in the international system. A new 
economic concept, a new foreign policy initiative, and a 
new vision for the global financial system were launched 
by Beijing in the last few years. The Chinese dream 
concept is closely related to these initiatives and is based 
on the rising confidence about China’s future. 

The idea of revival of the Chinese nation is a new level 
of rationalization of the historical experience of the 
Chinese nation as well as a new level of long-term strategic 
planning that is so needed in the changing global 
environment. How successful this dream will be, both at 
home and abroad, remains to be seen. Still, it already 
challenges the hegemony of the Western ideology and 
values endorsing an alternative path of development which 
combines the demands of modernization and the respect for 
its own traditions and cultural identity. 
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Towards a New Model of Cooperation? 
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Abstract: In the last decade, the subject of China-Africa 

relations provokes special attention on a global level in view of 
the new dimensions of Beijing’s involvement in the world. 
China is facing the challenge to adapt to new geopolitical 
realities and the measures undertaken and planned to 
improve the national situation transform the country’s 
diplomacy. They also cause large spillover effects on 
international relations. In the light of these new developments, 
the paper explores the principal dimensions of China’s 
contacts and cooperation with Africa and their repercussions 
for the foreign policy of the country and especially the 
resulting geopolitical implications. The research work outlines 
the conceptual frame of the attempts of the African countries 
to meet the challenges posed by this relationship. The analysis 
focuses on China-Africa partnership, looking through the 
prism of the geopolitical paradigm. 

 Index Terms:  China-Africa relations; energy sector; 
extractive industries; international relations; diplomacy 

JEL: F16 

 

In the last decades, the subject of the new dimensions of 
China’s involvement in the world provokes special 
attention on a global level, clearly visible also in the field 
of political science and especially distinguishable in the 
setting of international relations. The country is facing the 
challenge to adapt to the modern geopolitical and 
geoeconomic realities and the measures undertaken and 
planned to improve the national situation transform the 
Chinese diplomacy. This adjustment process is of essential 
significance in the context of developments in other 
continents due to its large spillover effects on international 
relations. In the light of the latest evolutions and the current 
state of Beijing’s foreign policy, the paper will provide an 
overview of the China-Africa cooperation. It will explore 
the principal dimensions of Chinese contacts and relations 
with different African states and their repercussions in the 
field of diplomacy, with focus on the resulting geopolitical 
implications.  

The topic of the discussion is limited to different aspects 
on the Chinese political and economic strategy in the 
continent, particularly in the energy sector and the 
extractive industries from the perspective of its recent 
metamorphoses. 

 Undoubtedly, the political rise of PRC is inextricably 
linked to the impressive economic performance and the 
worldwide export expansion of the country. Тhe Chinese 
companies and business activities have redesigned the 
global economic landscape, imposing new trends and 
applying specific methods and toolsets for capturing 
markets (Habova, 2015: 66-74).  

 
 
1. Elizabeth Yoneva is from UNWE Sofia, Bulgaria 

The national development strategy was based on the 
identification of several economic pillars and the 
corresponding effective implementation of the matrix of 
outlined objectives with prioritization of: 1) securing 
commodities; 2) creating new markets for supporting the 
export-led domestic growth. These intertwined goals 
motivated China’s search for natural resources and energy 
security.  

Currently, the country is the world’s largest consumer of 
energy, occupying also a relevant position among the 
global resource importers. In the face of ever-rising 
demand, the exhaustion of domestic reserves is inevitable. 
The rethinking of energy security has become an 
emblematic process reflecting the advanced status of China 
in the international economic scenery. In 2007 was adopted 
the first White Paper on Energy, proclaiming the following 
general aims: 1) international cooperation in joint energy 
exploration; 2) encouragement of foreign investment; 3) 
improvement of technology transfer; 4) maintenance of 
stable political relations with energy-producing states; 5) 
renunciation of the “politicization” of energy.  

China’s evolving policy on energy security provided also 
overall guidelines for the “going out” (zouquchu) trade 
activities into many developing areas. The principles of the 
“peaceful development” of relations, combined with the 
“no strings attached” approach (Wilson, 2014), proved 
their worth by furnishing consistency and profits. Beijing’s 
support for “economic rights” in developing states 
demonstrated not only its practical value, but also the 
determination of the country to counteract the dominant 
concepts in international politics. The imperatives of 
energy security have necessitated the intensification of the 
efforts, directed at transformations in foreign policy as well 
as the implementation of divergent visions from the 
prevailing ones. On the one hand, these noticeable changes 
in the field of energy diplomacy resulted in a gradual 
improvement of the domestic economy and business 
opportunities. On the other hand, the rapid economic 
growth has turned China into a serious rival to the West 
and especially to the EU on the demand market.  

According to the future forecasts, the major factors on 
the international political and economic scene will have to 
deal with rising external energy dependency over the next 
decades in the conditions of tougher global competition for 
hydro-carbon resources. Even today, China’s dynamism in 
securing energy supplies in Africa, Central Asia and Latin 
America is emblematic of the deficiencies plaguing the EU 
operational capacity and potential. Its inability to develop a 
coherent energy policy adversely affects the business and 
financial condition of Europe. The efforts to improve 
energy security are still hampered by the lack of an internal 
consensus in articulating both a vision and a practical 
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program. The EU has also invested political capital in 
positioning itself as the world leader on climate change and 
therefore has to juggle between security of supply, 
economic competitiveness and environmental 
sustainability.  

By contrast, the energy strategy of the United States was 
bolstered by its long-standing experience in using military 
force to secure continued access to overseas energy 
supplies, in particular in the Persian Gulf. Meanwhile, 
China has developed a strategy based on negotiating long-
term supply contracts, accessing exploration rights, 
acquiring stakes in energy companies and infrastructure 
investments around the globe, which was complemented by 
a new model: loan-for-oil deals with governments in search 
of financial assistance and arms exports to countries 
involved in external or internal conflicts. 

All the mentioned vectors of Beijing’s overall energy 
policy are also present in the external modus operandi 
towards Africa. The Chinese Aid and Investment Policy for 
the continent was especially viable and applicable to the 
energy sector and the extractive industries. It is not only 
reshaping the regional landscape, but it also has immediate 
and direct repercussions for the balance of power in Africa. 
The profound and revolutionary doctrine, inculcated by 
Beijing, has become an astonishing success story in the 
framework of the new highly praised and loudly advertised 
South-South approach (Shelton, 2005).  

Viewed from a historical perspective, China-Africa 
relations date back to ancient times with confirmed trade 
connections between the two regions. The medieval 
triumph in their development is associated with the Chinese 
mariner, explorer and diplomat Zheng He. The prominent 
fleet admiral of the Ming dynasty commanded 
expeditionary voyages not only to other parts of Asia but 
also to East Africa from 1405 to 1433. His ships reached 
the coast of Somalia and sailed down the Mozambique 
Channel. He preferred the techniques of diplomacy but 
without hesitation used also military force to demonstrate 
the Chinese power. The modern Sino-African relations 
began in the late 1950s but they were established under the 
sign of the Cold War and the supremacy of ideological 
considerations. The country voiced its support for the 
independence of African countries and started its 
infrastructure investment activities. In view of the fact that 
many states in the region were using rhetoric of favoritism 
toward the "one-China policy", namely the support of the 
African nations was the key for PRC to obtain a permanent 
UN Security Council seat.  

The end of the bipolar world order marked the beginning 
of a new era in the development of the continent. The most 
substantial and distinguishable signal for the changes was 
the launching of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) in October 2000. Its evolution proved the worth 
of this mechanism for collective dialogue between the PRC 
and 48 African states, by offering preferential loans or debt 
relief for overdue zero-interest loans and by establishing a 
fund to facilitate Chinese investment in the region. In 2006, 
China’s official “Year of Africa” (Hofmann at al., 2007), 
the country became the second largest trading partner of 

the continent after the United States, displacing also France 
as a relevant traditional partner and former colonial power. 
Currently, over 800 Chinese corporations are operating in 
Africa. Several universities from Namibia to Uganda are 
creating Chinese language departments. The diplomatic 
dimension also should not be neglected – PRC already has 
embassies in more African states than the US or any 
European country. Specific exception is Swaziland because 
of the national foreign policy, determined by the 
recognition of Taiwan. 

Thanks to its successful business activity in the region, 
China is financing today more infrastructure projects in 
Africa than the World Bank. Тhe Asian country provides 
loans and investments in exchange for securing access to 
natural resources (Mbaye, 2006). The Chinese development 
programs are predominantly centered on infrastructure, 
production and university scholarships. By offering billions 
of dollars in low-interest loans, Beijing is implementing a 
“resource for infrastructure swap”, comparable to the 
former “oil for food” version as a principle. At the same 
time, PRC imposes requirements that at least 50% of the 
funds have to be spent on Chinese goods or services. 
Positive effects of the discussed investment activity are 
likely to be found in the context of technology transfer, 
employee training and diversification of the economy. 
However, the lack of environmental impact assessments is 
facilitating the faster realization of the projects but its 
weakness is corresponding with the potential ecological 
risks.  

In order to outline the conceptual frame of the so-called 
“Chinese model”, we must first explore its main 
characteristics and key features (Condon, 2012). 
Obviously, Beijing enjoys the major advantage of having 
no colonial baggage in its relations with the African 
countries. Consequently, they do not perceive the Asian 
giant as a donor, but as a business partner. This leads us to 
the conclusion that we have to deal here with a story of 
equal partnership. However, there remains the question, if 
it is really such a case, when the participants in the relation 
have at their disposal dissimilar and quite disproportionate 
assets and strengths.  

The Chinese unconditioned approach towards Africa is 
based on the principles of nonintervention and respect for 
sovereignty. According to the President Xi Jinping, “China 
strongly believes Africa belongs to the African people and 
African problems should be handled by the African people” 
(Buchanan, 2015). The “clean hands” policy of 
noninterference opens the door for taking advantage of the 
opportunities provided by respecting African countries’ 
choice in political system and development path. The main 
priority is the mutual economic benefit, reflected by the 
“let’s both get rich” postulate (French, 2004). China’s 
efforts for exporting the domestic “growth at any cost” 
strategy to Africa creates a side effect by modifying the 
mainstream concepts via the promotion of the idea for non-
universality of human rights. From Beijing’s viewpoint 
there is no primacy for civil and political rights over 
economic, social and cultural rights. The “growth first, 
rights later” maxim is symptomatic for the Chinese credo, 
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guiding the development of relationships with all African 
countries. This special system of principles gives reasons 
for some experts to assume that there is a set of common 
values, shared by the Chinese and the African population, 
contributing to easier rapprochement between them. 
However, this type of concepts has also many opponents, 
insisting that there are poor indicators in this regard. 

By contrast, the Western aid approach is resting upon the 
tools of conditionality, symbolized by the norms of 
democracy promotion, corruption reduction, human rights 
and transparency. Furthermore, we could identify more 
differences between the Chinese and the Western 
development approaches in Africa, rendered as explicit in 
the “economics versus politics” opposition. For example, 
the United States Agency for International Development 
operates in close connection with the Department of State. 
To the contrary, the Chinese aid is provided via the 
Ministry of Commerce and the China Export Import Bank 
(Exim Bank). Beyond a doubt, Beijing’s version of 
assistance methods is challenging to the Western aid status-
quo. Many countries are labeling PRC a “rogue donor”, 
which actions will be damaging to Africa in the long-term. 
The Western criticism of China’s “unscrupulous” behavior 
not only reveals the differing visions of the major units on 
the international scene, it is also a proof for the existing 
distorted stereotypes and misperceptions. As an example 
for these symptoms, we might consider the frantic 
arguments against China’s “industrial colonialism” and the 
reminding deliberately of the Chinese proverb “A loan is 
never a gift”. 

Nevertheless, the Chinese activities in Africa contributed 
to rethinking the Western approach. Their impact on the 
debate over development policies was far-reaching and its 
broad spectrum also included the designation of Western 
aid models as development failures. The conditionality was 
stigmatized as a form of interventionism or as an attempt to 
impose Western values on African countries. According to 
Joseph Stiglitz, conditionality “reinforces traditional 
hierarchical relationships” between the donor and the 
recipient. The EU is also reevaluating the use of the 
traditional methods, admitting that “change cannot be 
imposed from the outside”. Uwe Wissenbach, Coordinator 
for Africa-China Relations at the European Commission, 
contends that Europe should look closely at all the 
possibilities “how the old donor-recipient partnership could 
be transformed into a modern partnership.” 

Currently, 1/3 of China’s oil supplies comes from the 
African continent, accounting for 50% of the regional 
export for the Asian country. The most important partners 
in the energy sector are Angola, Sudan and Congo. The 
Chinese investment in the extractive industries in Africa is 
introducing the following pattern of interests: Zambia 
(copper and uranium); Zimbabwe (coal and platinum); 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (cobalt); Gabon, 
Equatorial Guinea, Cameroon, Mozambique, and Liberia 
(forest products); South Africa (manganese) and Southern 
Africa and Niger (uranium). 

Congo is a relevant example for a success story in the 
context of Beijing’s activities in Africa. The Chinese 

companies have built 1 800 miles of railways, 2 000 miles 
of roads, hundreds of clinics, hospitals and schools, and 2 
universities, with a total value of investments over $6 
billion. The construction of cobalt and copper mines is also 
part of the business involvement in the region. In return, 
China obtained the right to extract 12 million tons of 
copper and cobalt over the next 25 years. 

The case of Angola is also offering important 
conclusions for the techniques of the Chinese model 
(Horta, 2006: 493-495). In 2004, the country decided to 
break off its negotiations with the IMF because of the offer 
of China’s Exim Bank for loan worth $2 billion (Hare, 
2007) and with no “humiliating conditions”. The 
corresponding engagement of Angola was to provide China 
with 40 000 barrels of oil per day. In 2011, Angola signed 
two additional loan deals of $15 billion (De Comarmond, 
2011). The activities of the Chinese companies were 
oriented toward restoring three rail lines (important for 
Angola’s mineral exports), constructing new airport and 
building low-income housing. An Angolan minister 
strongly argues that “our relations with China not only 
allowed us to obtain large loans, but most importantly it 
forced the West to treat us with more respect and in a less 
patronizing way. For that we are grateful.”  

In Senegal, the Chinese investment in infrastructure 
projects is covering the construction of bridges, roads, 
schools, hospitals, dams, legislative buildings, stadiums 
and airports. The national government has also imposed 
requirements for transfer of technology and trainings in the 
investment deals. The President Abdoulaye Wade asserts 
that “a contract that would take 5 years to discuss, 
negotiate and sign with the World Bank, takes 3 months 
when we have dealt with Chinese authorities. When 
bureaucracy and senseless red tape impede our ability to 
act—and when poverty persists while international 
functionaries drag their feet—African leaders have an 
obligation to opt for swifter solutions.” 

Especially problematic for the Western powers is the 
Chinese involvement in Sudan (Holslag, 2007). In violation 
of the UN embargo Beijing was determined to sell aircraft 
and arms to President Omar al-Bashir. China’s ambassador 
to South Africa Liu Guijin takes the view that “we don’t 
believe in embargoes. That just means that people suffer. 
From a practical consideration, embargoes and sanctions 
can’t solve problems”. In addition, the deputy foreign 
minister Zhou Wenzhong claims that “Business in 
business. We try to separate politics from business. I think 
the internal situation in Sudan is an internal affair, and we 
are not in a position to impose on them” (Kurlantzick, 
2007: 222). However, the international critics of this 
approach forced PRC to support the idea for deployment of 
the Common African Union and UN peacekeeping force in 
Darfur.  

The entry of Chinese energy companies in Sudan is also 
an important indicator of their intensions of regional 
maximization and lasting presence in Africa. China 
National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) started its 
operations in the country in 1996 and quickly became the 
largest investor by acquiring 40% of the Greater Nile 
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Petroleum Company (GNPOC), Sudan’s National Oil 
Company, and several oil exploitation concessions. CNPC 
is also engaged with the development of the energy 
infrastructure in the country. It was involved in the 
construction of the 1 500 km pipeline from Blocks 1 and 2 
to the Red Sea, and in the 740 km pipeline from Fula 
oilfields in Western Kordofan to the main oil refinery in 
Khartoum. In this regard, 4 000 Chinese soldiers were 
deployed in South Sudan for defending the oil pipelines 
(Elliott, 2007). The Chinese also hold 50% of the 
Khartoum Chemical Industry Company and a full 
ownership of the Sudanese Petrochemical Trade Project. 
According to Li Xiaobing, deputy director of the West 
Asian and African Affairs division of the Trade Ministry, 
“''We started with Sudan from scratch. “When we started 
there, they were an oil importer, and now they are an oil 
exporter. We have built refineries, pipelines and 
production'' (French, 2004). 

Oil discoveries in Kenya and Uganda and gas finds in 
Tanzania have turned East Africa into hotspot for energy 
companies. However, many complications generates the 
transport infrastructure in those countries, suffering from 
decades of under-investment. In Tanzania, Beijing funded a 
huge port and a special economic zone, estimated to cost 
$10 billion, at Bagamoyo. The Chinese was also involved 
in the construction of Tan-Zam Railway, Africa's longest 
rail line, connecting the landlocked copper mines of 
Zambia to the Tanzanian port of Dar-es-Salam 2,000 km 
away, to get easier access to the ore reserves. China has 
become the East African country’s leading trade partner. 
PRC also plays a relevant role in financing major projects 
such as the Mtwara-Dar es Salaam natural gas pipeline and 
Kinyerezi Power Station (Feng, 2014). China’s state-owned 
Sichuan Hongda Group got into a $3bn partnership with 
Tanzania’s National Development Corporation to develop a 
major iron-coal mine (Jacks, 2014).  

The increase in international price of copper in 2010 
spurred Chinese arrivals and a frenzy of business activity. 
Many Tanzanians soon also set up investment projects to 
attract Chinese finance. The shifts in the international 
market for copper and a series of fraud and quality issues at 
Chinese firms marked the beginning of a slowdown in the 
industry. As a result, many companies started to retreat 
from the resource-driven business (Hongxiang at al., 2016). 

The impact of PRC on the developing country has also 
another dimension. Because of the high Chinese demand 
for Ivory, the killing of Tanzanian elephants emerges as an 
inevitable problem. The recent wave of investment has 
brought thousands of Chinese workers, who transport ivory 
in small quantities for the Asian market (Ruparelia, 2015). 

In Zambia, China Non-Ferrous Metals Corporation 
(CNMC) acquired 85% of the Chambishi copper mine in 
1998 for $20 million. An explosion in 2005 and the violent 
crackdowns of the mine workers’ protests in 2006 and 
2011 stimulated the anti-Chinese rhetoric. During the 2006 
presidential election campaign the candidate Michael Sata 
stated that “China is sucking from us. We are becoming 
poorer because they are getting our wealth.” After the 
victory of Rupiah Banda PRC showed his support by 

forgiving $211 million of Zambia’s outstanding debt. Sata 
continued with his approach, concluding that “the Chinese 
are not here as investors, they are here as invaders” 
(Hitchens, 2008). However, in 2011 he became the fifth 
president of Zambia (Mfula at al., 2011). Sata toned down 
his statements and agreed that foreign investors are 
welcome in the country, but they must improve conditions 
for Zambian employees (England, 2011). The result of the 
compromise was the increase in the wages for the mine 
workers.  

Michael Sata, known as “King Cobra”, changed his 
stance against the influx of PRC’s investment in Africa's 
biggest copper producer and stated that he would utilize the 
Chinese, as “we are going to use them to develop”. “Don’t 
blame the Chinese, blame yourself because the Chinese are 
willing to work, they are very hard working people […]. 
The Chinese can do with one meal a day; use them 
properly…”, the president added  (Sata U-turns on China, 
2011). Chinese Ambassador to Zambia Zhou Yuxiao 
welcomed the Patriotic Front policy and pledged to assist 
the country in various economic sectors such as agriculture, 
construction, health, technology, trade, science, schools as 
well as hydro-power sports stadium. The Chinese have 
already invested over $2 billion in Zambia, translated into 
over 30 000 jobs created for the local people. 

In 2016, China acknowledged Zambia as its second 
trading partner in Southern Africa after South Africa. 570 
Chinese companies had invested in the country in 
agriculture, manufacturing, mining, ICT and other sectors 
(China ranks Zambia as …, 2016). Nowadays, there are 
over 100 000 Chinese living in Zambia. Although mining 
and construction brought them to the Sub-Saharan Africa's 
state, their presence has also a major effect on another 
industry, namely tourism. Zambia has an underdeveloped 
tourism market despite of its enormous potential due to 
assets such as safari parks and the world's biggest series of 
waterfalls the Mosi-oa-Tunya (“the smoke that thunders”), 
found by the Scottish explorer David Livingstone in 1855 
and renamed after Britain's Queen Victoria. In the town, 
named after him, Chinese firms installed street lighting and 
improved the drainage system. The locals refer to it as “the 
town that China built”. According to Harold Mweene, 
regional tourism coordinator, “most of the contracts are 
given to Chinese companies not because they are favoured 
[politically] but because they deliver on time, and - unlike 
Zambian firms - they have the capacity". By contrast, local 
contactors often disappear with the funds or the projects 
never get finished. Furthermore, Zambia has proved 
prosperous for the Chinese companies. The specialist in 
Sino-African relations Barry Sautman explained  that "in 
mainland China, the rate of profit on construction projects 
is about 2 per cent, so in Zambia, Chinese companies are 
happy to earn 10 per cent, whereas Western firms want 30 
or 40 per cent" (Marsh, 2015).  

The rising soft power of PRC in Africa is also evident in 
the perceptions of the local leaders. Chief Mukuni, the head 
of the Leya tribe, believes that Zambia has now 73 tribes, 
with the addition of the Chinese. He also insisted on 
removing visas for Chinese tourists during the dry season, 
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concluding that “we don't care about the color of the 
money, we just want to boost our tourist industry. We are a 
developing nation, we can't be too proud. There are so 
many people in China, they are a very big market for us to 
tap into." In the last years, the Chinese tourists have indeed 
turned their attention from Europe towards Africa. Now the 
countries from the region are also seeking to attract them, 
in order to capitalize from this interest. Mukuni goes 
further to say that “the next world will be Chinese” and 
"we must start training our people in their cuisine and their 
ways" (Marsh, 2015).  

Specific example for existing negative attitudes towards 
the Asian giant is Mozambique. In 2006, China offered to 
the country $2 billion loan for construction of a dam on the 
Zambezi River. According to the signed Memorandum of 
understanding, 3 000 Chinese settlers had to become 
farmers in the valley. Due to the local protests, the 
authorities were forced to abandon the plans.  

Given the increasingly complex architecture of the 
Chinese involvement in Africa, the question of the future 
results of its development is an adequate one. However, the 
national patterns are fundamentally different and must not 
be subjected to the same blueprint. In attempt to reach to a 
general conclusion, we should address the subject of the 
China’s role in the continent. As Donald Kaberuka, African 
Development Bank President, states, “China should be the 
primary model and source of inspiration for African 
countries in their quest for develop” (Girouard, 2008). By 
contrast, in view of the President Xi Jinping’s pledge to 
invest $60 billion in African development, Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe commented on him as a messiah: 
"Here is a man representing a country once called poor, a 
country which was never our colonizer. He is doing to us 
what we expected those who colonized us yesterday to do. 
We will say he is a God-sent person" (Allison, 2016).    

Nowadays, China’s status as a large consumer of 
different resources is transforming the diplomatic 
approaches towards Africa. The significant focus on 
diversification efforts highlights the main vectors in the 
Chinese involvement in the zone. Driven in part by the 
wider resurgence of PRC in global and regional affairs, 
these metamorphoses sparked a reassessment of the 
continental dynamics by political elites throughout the 
world. Surely, the energy sector and the extractive 
industries are symptomatic of the broader geopolitical 
scenery. Clearly, the competition in Africa is not only 
about energy and resources, but also about power. Yet, 
entering into an era, dominated by geopolitical energy 
paradigm is not a desirable outcome. 
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Specifics and Tendencies in Contemporary Bulgarian 
Political Culture 
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Abstract: This article analyses character and specifics of 
Bulgarian Political Culture. The analysis is based on the 
Bulgarian Political Traditions during the three main periods 
in Bulgarian political life - modern political life (1878-1944); 
totalitarianism (1945-1989) and post-totalitarianism (1989-
today). 

Index Terms: Political Culture, Bulgarian Political Culture, 
Political Tradition, Political Process 

JEL: F5, H5 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

A considerable problem in contemporary Bulgarian 
theoretical and actual political practice concerns the 
character and features of the national political culture, the 
specifics and interrelation between existing social 
subcultures. 

The importance of these problems is defined by the 
place, role and influence of political culture on the political 
process. 

In our view, political culture is the result of overall 
individual and group activity in the acceptance, evaluation, 
alteration and regulation of the principles governing 
political relations in society. It is a compound of obvious 
and subdued notions, formed in history, about different 
aspects of political life, which reflect: a) political 
knowledge, values and ideals, b) political norms of 
behaviour and tradition and c) examples of the political 
behaviour of personalities and groups, motivated by the 
rational and emotional materialization of political interests. 
In this sense, political culture is a summarization of overall 
political socialization. 

Such an understanding of political culture helps explain 
its place and role in the social system via the following 
theses: 

First, political culture is the binding joint between 
macro- and micro- politics, because it is the union between 
the ACTUAL ACTIVITY of the subjects in regulating 
existing political relations and the RESULTS of this 
activity, materialized in values, norms, traditions and 
institutions of political culture. These values, norms and 
traditions are material experience in political activity, while 
institutions are historically motivated by the need to 
produce, preserve and distribute political culture. 

Second, in its core, political culture is a non-institutional 
phenomenon although it is manifested and affirmed by 
certain institutions.  
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Third, political culture is tied to the historical 
development of the social being and is, at the same time, a 
reflection of contemporary times on its own. 

Fourth, there is an obvious mutual determination 
between political culture and the political system of 
society. 

The above-quoted form the ground without which NO 
ANALYSIS of ANY national political culture is possible. 

From this angle, the basic characteristic features of 
contemporary Bulgarian political culture may be derived 
after analyzing two groups of problems: 

the historic foundations of the national political culture, 
and the national political culture in contemporary society. 
 
ІI. BULGARIAN POLITIAL TRADITIONS POLITICAL 

CULTURE 
 

The understanding that political culture results from the 
function of historical, social and cultural factors which 
affect mass conscience in time and space and form its 
dynamically expressed attitude to political life gives us the 
right to confirm that it is in this system of values and norms 
of political behaviour where one should search for the core 
of Bulgarian national political culture. The analysis of 
contemporary political culture is, therefore, impossible 
without the analysis of its historical roots, i.e. without the 
analysis of political tradition. 

In analyzing Bulgarian political tradition several claims 
prove beyond doubt: 

First, that the formation of authentic political tradition in 
Bulgaria begins with the restoration of the Bulgarian state 
in 1878 after five centuries of economic, political and 
social suppression by the Ottoman Empire, where the basis 
of the process dates back to the Bulgarian Renaissance 
from the second half of the 18th century up to the middle of 
the 19th century. 

Second, that due to the contradictions and dynamics of 
modem and contemporary Bulgarian social and political 
history, the constitution and development of political 
tradition is slow, painful, inconsistent and lives in the 
dichotomy of authoritarianism—democracy, liberalism— 
conservatism. 

Third, that the formation of Bulgarian political tradition 
is not only the result of the specifics and uniqueness of its 
history, but also the result of influences coming from the 
so-called “Great Powers”, the West European countries and 
Russia. 

In other words, we believe that the character and 
specifics of Bulgarian political tradition may be 
GENERALLY analyzed within the following framework of 
PROBLEMS: 
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 the attitude of the state as an institution towards the 
forms of state organization, the law and its role in the 
process; 

 the role of the Eastern Orthodox Church and its 
institutions; 

 parliamentary democracy and constitutionalism; 
 the organization of local government bodies; 
 the relation between national policy and the policies of 

different political parties; 
 attitudes towards “authority” (its personification); the 

so-called “paternal” complex of the Bulgarians; 
 attitudes towards social and political privileges; 
 national egalitarianism; 
 the relation between “mine” and “not mine” or "WE” 

and “the others”; 
 the attitude towards Russia (the former USSR), the 

countries of Western Europe and neighbouring Balkan 
states; 

 the Bulgarian inferiority complex (?!), and others. 
 During different periods in Bulgarian history, the 

parameters of manifest a system of subordination and 
hierarchy. The differences arise out of the overall 
social, economic, political and international context. 

 Modem and contemporary Bulgarian history may be 
divided—according to the existing type of political 
system—into three basic periods: 

 modern political life (1878-1944); 
 totalitarianism (1945-1989) and 
 3) post-totalitarianism (1989-today). 

Each of the above periods has its own political character 
and respective political culture. At the same time, however, 
these are periods within an overall Bulgarian political 
process and as such have something in common, namely 
certain political traditions, values and ideals. 

Without analyzing the history of Bulgarian political life 
since 1878 in depth, we will outline those events in the 
political process which have had a role in defining political 
traditions and without which it would be impossible to 
understand contemporary political culture. 

The foundations of modem Bulgarian political life lie in 
the period of renaissance, because: 

It is the period of national consolidation, chiefly as a 
result of the appearance of a national market and a gradual 
bourgeois prosperity and the self-awareness—economic, 
political and social—of society; the gradual formation of 
the social structure; the formation and manifestation of the 
subjects of renaissance processes through concrete social 
action—they are later transformed into the founders of 
modem political life; the appearance and 
constitutionalization of a Bulgarian renaissance 
intelligentsia, which is the feeding ground for the future 
Bulgarian administrative elite; the affirmation of the 
important role of the Eastern Orthodox religion and the 
institutions of the national Church in the social, political 
and cultural life of society. 

It is during the renaissance period that as a result of the 
bourgeois processes and the national- liberation movement, 
tendencies of a national-psychological character become 
visible; they outline Bulgarian national psychology and are 

the basis for Bulgarian contemporary psychology. From the 
14th century through the 19th century, the Bulgarian 
community is isolated in its patriarchality. It is the 
renaissance period which brings the tendency to destroy 
this primitive patriarchality, as well as the negative and 
positive effects on Bulgarian national self-awareness that 
this leads to. On the one hand, Bulgarians look for support 
to their national self-esteem in the glory of their past; on 
the other, they realize that they are centuries behind other 
nations and this forms their Bulgarian inferiority complex 
in relation to other advanced nations. In different forms, 
this complex is still in existence. The Bulgarian community 
lives in a condition of political (Ottoman) and religious 
(Muslim) alien suppression. Thus, the Orthodox Church 
becomes the support for Bulgarian ethnicity and a symbol 
of survival among alien oppressors. “Ours” and 
“foreign”—in the sense of Bulgarian social life during the 
centuries of foreign rule—boil down to the opposition 
between two clearly defined entities:—”we”, the oppressed 
Christians and “they”, the Muslim oppressors, the aliens. 
The characterization of “foreign” is used to label the state, 
the legislation—power in general. This notion of the above 
quoted indicators of political tradition vary; their power of 
expression differs just like their deeply embedded 
psychological attitude of the Bulgarians towards the notion 
of “ours” and “foreign” degraded the Bulgarian attitude to 
“the state and law” in general for a long period of time. 

Local democratic governance is formed during the 
renaissance period and is realized on several planes—
handicraft organizations, school and church bodies, 
municipal self-governance. In itself, the Bulgarian 
Renaissance (often called “revival”) is a deeply democratic 
process, outlining the formation of politically oriented 
democratic traditions. The new Bulgarian state accepts the 
principles of political democracy, largely determined by the 
character and specifics of Bulgarian renaissance processes. 

As a result of the war between Russia and Turkey in 
1877-78, the Bulgarian state was restored in 1878. This, as 
well as the interference of the Great Powers and the 
decisions of the Berlin Congress of 1978, determined, to a 
considerable extent, the future development of Bulgarian 
stateship. 

It is a fact of history that the restoration of the Bulgarian 
state and its overall national and state development is only 
a Balkan reflection of political and economic competition 
between the Great Powers; internal strife between them in 
relation to the Balkans (Bulgaria respectively). This 
restricts Bulgarian chances to follow an independent (truly 
national) policy and leads to the formation of an 
“inferiority complex” for not being able to authentically 
express their own political will. This is where we find the 
roots of the Bulgarian nationalism and national nihilism 
which can be found in Bulgarian political traditions. 

In spite of this and irrespective of the historical 
international context in which the restoration of the 
Bulgarian state was effected, it marked the start of the 
process of political modernization of society. Concrete 
expressions of this process are: the acceptance of the First 
Bulgarian Constitution (the so-called “Turnovo 
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Constitution”) of 1879 and the gradual formation of the 
contemporary political system. 

It should be stressed here that renaissance tradition and 
the “Turnovo Constitution” created the conditions for the 
development of political democracy in the Bulgarian state 
as well as the gradual transformation of the political culture 
of “patriarchal subordination” of the Bulgarians into a civil 
political culture (after G. Almond and S. Verba’s 
terminology). 

However, due to internal (national) and external 
(international) factors, the Bulgarian political process is far 
from being democratically straight forward. Among such 
factors, one may view: 

 the lack of parliamentary political and administrative 
experience of the Bulgarian political elite, wholly due 
to the five-century-old interruption in administrative 
traditions; 

 the appearance of Bulgarian political parties takes 
place in an environment of a social structure not 
completely formed; thus, they are unstable, not 
homogeneous and do not represent lasting political 
formations; 

 the appearance of the Bulgarian industrial bourgeoisie 
comes without the existence of a national aristocracy 
which usually preserves existing political and cultural 
traditions. This lack of historical heritage deprives the 
bourgeoisie of the aristocratism, self-esteem and style 
typical of the bourgeoisie in other European countries, 
where it comes as an heir to European aristocracy, 
which in itself explains the lack of scruples and the 
rough provincialism demonstrated in political life; 

 the lack of sufficient capital attracts Bulgarian 
entrepreneurs, industrialists and bankers to state power 
and political office as a way to profit from the state 
budget and state loans. Thus, economic weakness leads 
to the exploitation of political power for personal 
prosperity, in itself creating fertile ground for the 
appearance of political corruption, another sad 
tradition of Bulgarian political life. The feeling of a 
“possessed stateship” among Bulgarians is provoked 
and the state and state institutions once again become a 
synonym for something “alien”; 

 the principle of the division of power is often violated 
and corrupted and although a founding principle of the 
Turnovo Constitution, this leads to intolerant 
competition and struggles for domination between 
Parliament, Government and King (a foreigner); 

 powerful political pressure and even direct 
intervention in the internal political life of the country 
on the side of the Great Powers is permanent. In itself, 
this fact not only rekindles the existing Bulgarian 
inferiority complex but leads to lasting “affiliations” 
and “phobias” in respect to one or another big country; 

 the country witnesses a gradual increase in the 
participation of the military in the political battles of 
the young Bulgarian state-—an unknown precedent. 

Political life in Bulgaria during the period between 1878-
1944 is characterized by the endless opposition between 

democratic and authoritarian traditions—between political 
stability and instability. It seems as if transition is the 
permanent state in which Bulgarian society finds itself. 
Some examples; the democratic constitution and principles 
of political development as well as popular consensus 
among the nation in respect to the national issue (the 
culmination being the Union of the Bulgarian Kingdom 
with Eastern Rumeli on 6 September 1885) on the one hand 
and three national catastrophes and the loss of more than 
1/3 of the historical and territorial heritage of Bulgaria, 
political coups and counter-coups, authoritarian and semi-
authoritarian regimes on the other. 

In this way, the period of modern political life in 
Bulgaria brings forth the process of formation, 
manifestation and affirmation not only of democratic 
political traditions but also of non- democratic political 
behaviour which, in their unity, comprise the basis of the 
NATIONAL POLITICAL CULTURE. It may be declared 
that traditions in the Bulgarian political culture are 
connected mainly with: 

 local democracy; 
 attitudes towards the state, its institutions and the law 

(an overwhelming nihilism in relation to and alienation 
from the state, institutions and the legislation); 

 attitudes towards parliamentarianism (the existence of 
electoral and parliamentary traditions which are 
systematically undergoing deformation); 

 attitudes towards privileges derived from power 
(lasting egalitarian traditions and modes of behaviour 
connected to family ties, patrimony and populism); 

 attitudes to freedom of opinion, criticism and self-
criticism (on the one hand tolerance in respect of ideas, 
opinions, values etc., but on the other lack of ability in 
fair discussion, suspicion in political communications 
and the transformation of political ideas into personal 
attitudes); 

 the relation between “mine” and “not mine” (another 
duality—on the one hand national and religious 
tolerance, an “openness” towards the world, and 
suspicion and reservation on the other; between 
subordination to the value of others and pride and 
national dignity); 

 the attitude towards authority (the paternalistic reflex 
of the Bulgarians comes from their egalitarian 
tradition; this reflex, plus the complex of small and 
historically backward nations, leads to a sacral attitude 
to authority—a personality, a party, another state—and 
“demands” its personification). 

The political traditions in question offer grounds for the 
claim that Bulgarian political culture of modern times may 
be characterized as a patriarchal and subordinate type of 
culture, with the domination of some participational 
elements. 

The year 1944 marks another transitional period for 
Bulgarian society and state. It is a transition leading to a 
fundamental change in its political system, principles, 
fundamentals and subjects. The period between 1945 and 
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1989 in Bulgarian social development can be described in 
the terminology of communist totalitarianism. 

Bulgarian totalitarianism secures its legality not only 
through political acts and economic legislation; it 
successfully achieves legitimacy through: 

1) the power of ideology, 

2) the power of the so-called “agents of socialization” and 

3) the specifics of Bulgarian political traditions and the 
resulting peculiarities of the national political culture. 

The aim of all this was the creation (formation) of the “new 
communist” individual. 

Through total political and ideological intervention in 
the life of the individual, the social group and society as a 
whole, Bulgarian totalitarianism achieves its legitimacy by 
creating a “new” political culture. It is another question 
whether this culture creates only a “visible” stability and 
whether it is so universal. Irrespective of the above, we 
should here point out an important element which is valid 
only when one considers the following factors; the total 
isolation of Bulgarian society—economic, political, social, 
cultural and from the point of view of information 
exchange—from the ideologically “different”, from the 
“foreign” or the “enemy”; the interruption in existing 
political traditions, and the fact that the system is being 
legitimized in the minds and behaviour of the widest circles 
of society, but in practice, there is no alternative. 

As a result, Bulgarian totalitarianism creates a national 
political culture which may be characterized as the “culture 
of subordinates”. To the extent to which a totalitarian 
regime is created, based on thinking aimed at the 
unification of individual and social values, the paternalistic 
and orientation and mentality that characterize Bulgarian 
political culture become hypertrophic. 

Social, economic and political processes in the country 
after 1989 give us grounds to declare that Bulgarian social 
development is entering its post-totalitarian period. 

One of the consequences of the change in the socio-
economic and political system in Bulgaria will doubtless be 
the change in the character of the national political culture. 
Contemporary Bulgarian political culture may be traced 
with the help of two, conditionally grouped, packets of 
indicators—direct and indirect. When speaking of “direct” 
indicators we mean; attitudes to politics demonstrated by 
the knowledge of, information about and interest in 
politics; the objects and subjects of the political process; 
the self-estimation of members of society and their political 
self-evaluation as well as the existing political values and 
political activity demonstrated. Then there is the attitude 
towards the character of the political system, the political 
rights and obligations of citizens; towards the state and 
institutions of central and local governmental bodies; 
existing legislation; criticism and demands in relation to the 
duties of the state, its social and national policy, etc. 

Indirect indicators; attitude towards religion and 
religious institutions; other nations and peoples; the new 
economic, political and social realities Bulgarians face 
today. 

Considering sociological research on the above-quoted 
problems (there are a number of works on the subject, but 
we cannot quote them here), one may conclude that the 
characteristic features of Bulgarian political culture are 
expressed in: 

 the fact that contemporary Bulgarian political culture 
is in the process of DEVELOPMENT, a process in the 
course of which several objectives are met—the 
overcoming of all patriarchal and other “subordinate” 
characteristics; the rehabilitation of democratic values 
and traditions and the formation of new, civil-oriented 
values; 

 the duality of contemporary Bulgarian political culture 
and its internal contradictions, expressed in the 
simultaneous existence of interest in politics and 
indifference to actual participation; of being 
“informed” about politics and the lack of actual 
political knowledge; rational self-estimation and 
evaluation and emotional input; of political 
polarization and the acceptance of the necessity for 
national consensus; of moderate patriarchal 
conservatism and “openness” to all social innovations; 
of a personally individual pride and the sense of 
national political inferiority and so on. This dualism in 
Bulgarian political culture is objectively defined by the 
contradictory historical development of society and by 
natural contradictions in the transitional period. 

One could also describe contemporary Bulgarian 
political culture as being of a mixed type—of the 
subordinate-activist type, which has not completely done 
away with patriarchal elements and still possesses resistant 
characteristics typical of “subjects”, but where one can 
visibly trace an imbalance in activist orientations and 
mentality. 
 

ІІІ. CONCLUSION 
 

Our understanding of political culture and its place and 
role in the political process gives us grounds to declare that 
there is an obviously interrelated and very important 
determining relation between political culture and the 
processes of democratization in post-totalitarian society. In 
general terms, this is realized on the following planes: 

First, the processes of social change during the transfer 
from totalitarianism to democracy have a direct (and 
indirect) reflection on the characteristic features of political 
culture; 

Second, the character and state of the actual political 
culture of society define the specifics, peculiarities and 
rates in the realization of the democratic process, i.e. that 
political culture is a condition in the process of 
democratization; 

Third, that in demonstrating real materialization on the 
level of social thought of all aims and values of 
democratization, the actual political culture of society 
becomes a criteria for social democratization. 

This determination between political culture and the 
process of democratization of post- totalitarian society 
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objectively leads to conclusions about possible forecasts 
for the development of both political culture and social 
processes. 

The analysis of political culture in a post-totalitarian 
society is possible within the framework of three 
elements—totalitarianism, post-totalitarianism and liberal 
democracy—because the post-totalitarian society margins 
between totalitarianism and liberal democracy have 
features of both. 

 
Totalitarian society is built on an ideological and 

political foundation, based on the principles of monism, 
centrism and the monopolism of the “party-state”. In as far 
as political, economic and social interests are not 
articulated in legal forms and do not become legitimate in 
social conflicts, totalitarian society is formally “without 
conflicts” and is “unified”. At the same time, however, due 
to the existence of enormous social tension, it cannot be 
called a society of legal and legitimate social consensus. 

Liberal democracy, on the other hand, is a society 
founded on consensus. Moreover, liberal democracy is 
characterized by pluralistic consensus which does not 
exclude differences in opinion and situations of conflict, 
but is rather a specific way of resolving them. 

At its core, post-totalitarian society is based on conflict. 
From this fact “conflicting” is the word used to describe the 
political culture of such a society too and this explains why 
its basic characteristic features are termed “different”, 
“contradictory”, “polarized” and “opposing”. 

Such general considerations have led us to claim that the 
core of the problems in post-totalitarian society is the lack 
of consensus resulting from the contradiction between the 
necessity for high- level agreement (characteristic of 
critical and transitional periods in social history) and the 
low level (or total lack) of actual agreement on issues in 
society. 

The need for consensus in Bulgarian post-totalitarian 
society is fundamental and has many aspects. Its depth is 
defined by the change in social system and its acuteness—
by the critical condition of the economy—by the tensions 
and conflicts in the Balkans. 

In other words, during the transfer from totalitarianism 
to liberal democracy the most crucial problem was that of 
achieving a strategic social consensus or the transformation 
of the conflict into a consensus. 

Considering the specifics in the historical development 
of Bulgarian society and the actual characteristics of the 
contemporary political process, the only “working” 
formula which will produce results in achieving this social 
consensus may be discovered when viewing actual national 
interests—economic, political, socio-cultural as well as all-
national values, ideas and ideals which have long proved 
their historical durability. 

Officially, all political powers in Bulgaria acknowledge 
the need for such a consensus in the name of the national 

interest, but their understanding of “national interest” in 
itself varies widely. This is evidence that political culture in 
Bulgarian society is still very “conflicting” and that it is 
still burdened by aims, values, norms and ideals arising out 
of narrow party and group interests, rather than those of the 
nation as a whole. 

One of the basic tasks before contemporary Bulgarian 
society therefore, can be formulated thus; to look for 
mechanisms to transform the conflicting political culture of 
post-totalitarian society into a political culture of 
consensus, typical of liberal democracies. 
 At present, Bulgarian political culture shows some 

such tendencies, generally boiling down to; 
 a well expressed social interest in politics, the political 

system, political objectives and the activities of the 
subjects in the political process. Together with this, the 
last year has been witness to a decline in active social 
interest in the abovequoted phenomena; 

 a high level of social participation in the political 
process, characterized by rational and emotional 
political behavior; 

 a high level of social engagement in the norms, values 
and principles of the political system, but also political 
and party polarization in evaluating the features of this 
political system; 

 a gradual formation and differentiation inside the 
national political culture itself of competing 
subcultures (mainly based on political and party 
principles rather than on ethnic or religious 
differences). 
 

At the same time, however, the development of 
contemporary Bulgarian political culture does not show 
sufficient accumulation of tendencies which would permit 
us to speak of a well-formed and resistant model (type) of 
political culture (which is typical of liberal-democracies). 

Such formation of a stable model of a national political 
culture is connected to the further development of the 
Bulgarian political process. 
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Sweden's Strategy for the Arctic Region - Geopolitics 
on Thin Ice 

Katina Yoneva1
 

 

Abstract: With more than 150 years of Swedish expeditions 
to the High North, the Arctic-related scientific researches 
have their long history in the Sweden.  In 2011 the country 
adopted its own strategy for the Arctic region. Under the 
pressure to define the objectives of its chairmanship, Sweden 
understood the need of developing a more explicit document. 
The renewed interests in the Arctic preceded the development 
of the Northeast Passage or the Northern Sea Route (NSR). In 
this regard, the paper describes the characteristics of this 
alternative maritime route connecting the Atlantic and Pacific 
Oceans. It shows the potential of Arctic routes as an 
alternative to the Suez Canal. Shipping trough the forbidden 
sea of ice can be time-saving but also comes with too many 
uncertainties. The study looks also at the challenges in front of 
this route such as: harsh weather conditions, lack of modern 
deepwater ports, ice breakers and ice strengthened ships, SAR 
(search and rescue) infrastructure and low population density 
in the region. Sweden is also interested in the Transpolar Sea 
Route (TSR) - a variable non-coastal sea-lane across the 
Arctic Ocean, including a route closer to the NSR but outside 
of the Russian Exclusive Economic Zone. With the growing 
economic relationship with China, Sweden may become the 
most important shipping hub for Europe. 

Index Terms: Arctic Region, Northeast Passage, Transpolar 
Sea Route, Sweden, Arctic Council 

JEL: F16 
 
Today, we are living in an era of science and technology 

achievements, endless information, social media 
development, economic prosperity, globalization and 
democracy, freedom of transportation and unlimited trade 
opportunities, but this is also the age of a major climate 
change. And while we are all acquainted with the negative 
effects of the human interaction with the environment, 
there's often less clarity about the reverse of that equation. 
Global warming leads us inevitably to the peak of our 
civilization, leaving the humanity with numerous difficult 
choices. Under the conditions of this rapid climate change, 
the world's attention is directed once again to the Arctic 
region, not for safeguarding and protection, but for the 
possibilities it presents. Among them are the increased 
access to exploitation of oil, gas and minerals, new 
shipping routes and trade destinations. And while for the 
majority of people, the global warming in the Arctic exist 
only on the internet pages, for many cultures it is a present 
reality, in which they need to survive. The arctic nations 
have a deep spiritual connection to the land that is also 
their main source of sustenance. The northern states share 
the burden of responsibility and advocate against it 
denigration by oil and gas development. 
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Established by the Ottawa Declaration in 1996, the 
Arctic Council is the high-level intergovernmental forum 
for promoting cooperation, coordination and interaction 
among the Arctic states. Formed by the five countries with 
Arctic Ocean coasts (USA, Canada, Norway, Denmark and 
Russia) and the three other states within the Arctic Circle 
(Sweden, Finland, and Iceland), the AC includes today 13 
more non-Arctic observer states. “Sveriges strategi för den 
arktiska regionen” was adopted in May 2011, when the 
country accepted the torch from Denmark of the Arctic 
Council chairmanship (Mouritzen, 2010: 180). In fact, 
Sweden was the last country of the eight Arctic states to 
approve its own strategy. Before that time, the government 
had not formulated any official Arctic foreign policy 
documents. Under the pressure to define the objectives of 
its chairmanship, Sweden understood the need of 
developing a more explicit strategy. At the same time, as an 
important EU member, Brussels is depending on Sweden to 
promote the EU interests in the region. Building upon their 
involvement in the Arctic, the European countries fear a 
Russian and even Canadian interruption.  

For many years the Arctic Council has been criticized 
for not discussing issues of traditional security and 
distancing itself from the main geopolitical events. Sweden 
has also been judged for its loose leadership, unclear goals 
and lack of accomplishments in the Council. In fact, under 
pressure from the Nordic countries, the Arctic Council has 
focused on issues of soft security, such as environmental 
protection and sustainable development (Exner, 2016). In 
2011, during the Swedish chairmanship was signed the 
important Search and Rescue (SAR) Agreement, severely 
threatened by Crimean crisis. 

In April 2011, the first conference on the emerging 
challenges in the Arctic took place in Sweden, organized 
by the Swedish Institute of International Affairs (UI) and 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI). 
The state is also substantial contributor to the Polar 
research. All projects are coordinated by the Swedish Polar 
Research Secretariat. With more than 150 years of Swedish 
expeditions to the High North, the Arctic-related scientific 
researches have their long history in the country. Following 
the footsteps of his teacher Olof Rudbeck, the Sweden's 
great botanist Carolus Linnaeus ventured in 1732 on a 
journey to Lapland. The Swedish baron and geologist 
Adolf Erik Nordenskiöld was the first explorer to conquer 
the Northeast Passage during the Vega expedition. The 
unique Abisko Scientific Research Station (ANS), situated 
about 200 km north of the Arctic Circle, dates back to 1903 
and holds meteorological datasets for the last hundred 
years. However, there are not that many political 
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statements or speeches by Swedish politicians on the Arctic 
issues. 

Even the country’s coastline lies on the land-locked 
Baltic Sea and has no actual border with the Arctic Ocean; 
the Scandinavian country has its strong ties - both 
geographically and demographically with the region. 
Sweden’s nomadic reindeer herders – the Sámi are the 
country’s only indigenous people. That is why, the 
introduction of the Sweden's Strategy for the Arctic 
Region, which emphasizes its arctic cultural and historical 
heritage, comes to legitimize Sweden as a rightful member 
of the Arctic society. Even though the Swedes have always 
seen the nationalism as a weak ideology, their national 
identity-building was invariably based on the Viking 
archetype, provided by the Norse mythology, which 
diverges from the general Sámi identity.  

Another issue that must be taken under consideration is 
the long list of forums and organizations, mentioned in the 
strategy. The document promotes the multilateral 
cooperation not only within the Arctic council, but also 
Nordic cooperation (i.e. the Nordic Council of Ministers), 
Barents Region cooperation, cooperation with the 
European Union, United Nations and cross-national Sámi 
cooperation (particularly the Sámi Parliamentary Council). 
Seeking understanding from other international forums, the 
Nordic countries are still struggling to withhold the main 
actors in the region (Russia, Canada and the USA). On the 
other hand the involvement of more non-Arctic countries as 
observer-states undermining their own claims. As always, 
Sweden is torn between external influences and the call of 
its own moral duty. The country is not among the five 
littoral states of the Arctic Ocean, which excludes it from 
the Arctic Five summits. As one of the Arctic countries, 
however, Sweden has an obligation to accepted the 
chairmanship of the Arctic Council and formulate its 
priorities, goals and objectives. Even though the meetings 
of the Arctic Council have produced binding international 
agreements, all decisions have always been made by 
consensus (Kuersten, 2016: 389). The pre-discussed 
positions of the Arctic Five, however, can influence the 
votes and limit the Council’s engagement in Arctic affairs. 
With the end of the Nordic “soft security” chairmanship in 
2013, the Canadians, showing less hesitation than the 
Swedes, focused the new agenda on economic development 
over the environment and climate change. Over the past 20 
years, the Arctic Council has proved to be “Canadian 
foreign policy at its best”, declares the former minister of 
foreign affairs Lloyd Axworthy (Skura, 2016). There are 
also concern about Russia's increased military presence in 
the region and the Russia-Canada political tension. The 
Canadian chairmanship is focused on less climate-change 
struggles and more material outcomes as building new 
Arctic patrol vessels and patrol aircraft, as well as a new 
deep water port.  

Unlike the other Arctic states, Sweden has emphasized 
only three main priorities: “climate and the environment”, 
“economic development” and “the human dimension”. As 
sub-priorities from the first area of interest are mentioned 
“climate”, “environmental protection”, “biodiversity” and 

“climate and environmental research”. The third priority - 
the human dimension focuses on “the survival of Sámi 
languages” and culture. Of these three priorities, the 
“economic development” is the most important for the 
Swedish foreign affairs and the only one that promotes its 
commercial interests in the Arctic. The area includes 
“mining, petroleum and forestry”, “land transport and 
infrastructure”, “maritime security and the environmental 
impact of shipping”, “sea and air rescue”, “ice-breaking”, 
“energy”, “tourism” and “reindeer husbandry”.  

According to the “Sweden's Strategy for the Arctic 
Region”, behind the wildly promoted ambition to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and to invest in becoming a 
leading nation in scientific research on climate, the 
economic development seems therefore to be a top priority 
of its’s Arctic policy. In the context of the extreme 
development of Sweden’s economic relations with China 
during the past decade, the Arctic region is able to offer 
new strategic lanes. In this regard, there is a renewed 
interest in the Northeast Passage or the Northern Sea Route 
(NSR). Today the Nordic countries are looking at the arctic 
passages as trade routes with large potential and 
importance. However, transit shipping through the Arctic is 
still not attractive for the international shipping industry. 
For many centuries the routes were nearly impassable, but 
the modern ship technology advanced to the point where 
the vessels can break up the ice pack as they sail. Global 
warming is another major contributor to the development 
of the Arctic. The reduction in perennial Arctic sea ice 
opens new itineraries and destinations. 

Nowadays one of the most important waterways in the 
world trade is “Qanāt al-Suways” or the Suez Canal. It is 
the only passage that allows water transportation directly 
between Europe (the Mediterranean) and Asia (the Red 
Sea). With the building of the Suez Canal and its 
continuous widening, the Cape of Good Hope has lost its 
strategic importance. The Cape route remained only an 
important transshipment hub for the rapidly growing trade 
relations between Asia and Latin America (Rodrigue, 2015: 
34). This man-made shortcut reduces the distance for 
shipping between Northeast Asia and Europe around The 
Cape of Good Hope by 23 to 43%. In addition, the route 
provides access to multiple markets and opportunities to 
stop at any port along the way for maintenance and 
support. However, there are also many disadvantages. 
Because of its wide, ships must sail in convoys. The 
permitted speed of 8 knots (15 km/h) allows three convoys 
per day to transit the canal (two from the north and one 
from the south) (Bodden, 2007: 24). Every year over 
15 000 ships sail through the canal. Their journey takes 
between 11 and 16 hours. Over the last decade, the 
increasing threat of Somali pirates has forced many 
shipping companies to avoid the Gulf of Aden. 

Although the strategic value of the Suez Canal is 
unquestionably immense, the demand for secondary 
alternative routes is already present. With more ships 
opting to sail around the Cape of Good Hope and to avoid 
the Gulf of Aden, the Northeast Passage (NEP) has the 
potential to become one of the great breakthroughs in the 
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modern international trade. This waterway can shrink the 
distance compared to the traditional Suez Canal route by 
24% (according to ships' origin and destination). The NEP 
is most attractive for trade between Northern Europe and 
Northeast Asia (Japan, Korea and China), but not so 
appealing for shipping cargo from South Asia to the 
Mediterranean ports, where both routes became equidistant.  

For the Scandinavian countries, the NEP can become the 
long desirable shortcut to China. For most of the Swedish 
brands the PRC is the biggest market in the world. More 
and more firms move to China not only to exploit the 
economic advantages but to gain access to the international 
supplier network. Finally, the companies are keen to 
conduct sourcing in China because their customers are also 
there. On the other hand, the Swedish market has also 
become more important for Chinese companies. Sweden is 
seen as an attractive market not only due to advanced 
technology, stable political and economic conditions but 
also because it provides access to a large amount of 
customers in the rest of Europe. With the growing 
economic relationship with Sweden, ships may bypass 
Singapore, which is at present the most important shipping 
hub for China. 

Regardless of NEP’s economic potential, the route 
suffers significant environmental and infrastructural 
challenges. The first problem is the shallow bathymetry of 
the coastline. With a drafts of 13 and 6.7 m in the main 
Russian straits, the waterway is limiting cargo size to 
approximately 50,000 deadweight tons. (DWT or TDW is a 

measure of how much cargo and fuel a ship can safely 
carry, but it doesn't include the weight of the ship itself.) 
The biggest vessels have to choose alternative paths or sail 
through deeper Arctic waters, where they risk becoming 
ice-bound. Nevertheless, the modern ULCS (ultra large 
container ships) and 20% of the oil tankers still prefer the 
stormy waters around the Cape Peninsula. They exceed the 
capacity of the Suez Canal and can’t be supported by any 
icebreaker escort. Sailing the TSR (Transpolar Sea Route) 
has been a long-lasting dream for many nations and it may 
come true in the future. The Arctic multiyear ice pack is 
decreasing rapidly, making the deep waterway more 
accessible. However, the wish of conquering the TSR is not 
just an adventures idea but a pursuit of navigational 
freedom in the Arctic. During the Soviet era the Russian 
North was strongly subsidized by the government. The 
dissolution of the USSR led to the NEP’s political opening 
and ratification of the UNCLOS (the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea) in 1997 (Efferink, 
2015). Despite that, there are still many un-resolved issues 
such as territorial claims, economic exploitation, technical 
shipping requirements, environmental protection and SAR 
responsibilities. With the new right of “innocent passage” 
and freedom of transit through exclusive economic zones, 
only internal waters remain under the unrestricted 
sovereignty of the state (Humpert, 2012: 189). In 2013, the 
new legislative changes eradicated many requirements such 
as prior inspection in a Russian port and mandatory 
icebreaker assistance. However, based on its self-granted 
authority, the Federation controls all navigation permits 

and transit fees. In 2007, Russia even planted its flag on the 
seafloor at the North Pole, proclaiming the area as Russian 
territory. 

Battling the planet's coldest environment demands a full 
ship’s independence. While the sea ice is melting even 
faster than predicted, the NSR still restricts all typical 
vessels. The arctic waterway is navigable only for ships, 
built with special materials and designed for smashing ice. 
The implementation of rotating azimuth thruster increased 
the position agility of the northern vessels, allowing them 
to maneuver in ice-covered waters. The new double acting 
ships are able to sail not only forward but also backwards, 
breaking ice in either direction (Adolf, 2016: 38). The 
efficient equipment winterization is just another 
requirement for sailing the Arctic. The vessel has to be 
maintained operable with proper heating system and 
materials resistant to extreme temperatures. In addition, the 
life support boats should contain all necessary equipment 
and engine-independent power generators. These expensive 
technologies aren’t the only barriers for development of 
Arctic shipping. The lack of support services like SAR, 
traffic control, communications, emergency response 
services and weather forecasts, keeps thousands of trade 
companies away. Among the all 18 Russian ports in the 
region, only 4 are operating normally and have rail 
connections. Even though the most Russian ports are 
neglected, in 2016 Murmansk had a more than 40% 
increase with 33.4 million tons of goods in transit 
(Staalesen, 2016). 

Another problem that requires a huge amount of 
investments is the voice and data transfer capability. 
Sailing the Southern seas is much safer, especially with the 
available communication and GPS systems. Under 
development is also the new e-Navigation application. The 
information is always accessible through Internet 
connection, supported by geostationary satellites, but they 
do not cover the area of the Arctic. The available Iridium 
satellite constellation is able to supply communication 
services in the region, but there are recorded cases of 
interruptions. Many icebound ships even have difficulties 
sending their distress signals. The Canadian Space Agency 
is working on the new Polar Communications and Weather 
satellite (PCW) and Russia is developing the Arktika 
satellites. The energy company Gazprom is also providing 
data for the ships due to its Polar Star satellites. Crossing 
the Arctic region demands extremely accurate weather 
forecasts and ice charts. Many observers like NCAR 
(National Center for Atmospheric Research), NASA, 
NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration), University of Washington and the 
Northern California Indian Development Council, offer 
maps describing the Arctic sea ice extent. However, the 
provided information and predictions are not always 
accurate. Unfortunately, the satellites are able to observe 
the Arctic ice cover, but the ice thickness can be estimated 
only by upward-looking sonars (Fissel, 2008: 16).  

The increasing traffic density on the NEP demands more 
sustainable human presence in the region. Prevention of oil 
spills should remain the primary objective of any energy 
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company. The Arctic states need to support each other in 
the ensuing oil spill containment and recovery operations. 
With the new Sky-Sails system, ships can not only lower 
their fuel costs, but significantly reduce emission levels as 
well. “Sky-Sails” can be installed on both new and existing 
vessels. It has 3 main components: a towing kite with rope, 
a launch and recovery system, and a control system for 
automated operation (Siegel, 2007). It brings the high-
altitude wind power (HAWP) back to ship propulsion. The 
transmitted power is comparable to that of an ocean-going 
tug. Beluga Shipping is the first company that equipped its 
ships with the Sky-Sails system, and the first that sanded 
heavy-lift ships along the NSR without any icebreaker 
support.  

Understanding the Swedish policy in the Arctic means 
understanding the Nordic culture and social system based 
on democracy and individualism. The love for nature is 
another factor that characterizes the Scandinavians and 
determines their policy preferences. The Swedes tend to 
isolate themselves from the surrounding. The old “Law of  

 
Jante”, also called “Jantelagen” dates back to the 

Vikings era and can be summarised as: “You are not to 
think you're anyone special or that you're better than us”. 
(Dadfar, 2010:12-13) Today it is preserved through the 
concept of equality – an important ideal in the 
Scandinavian society. The long-term adherence to the 
Nordic identity was the cornerstone of the Swedish 
statesmanship. Today, as an important EU member, the 
country plays a crucial role in promoting the EU strategic 
interests. Arctic’s development opens up new opportunities 
as well as presents certain challenges for the largest 
Scandinavian country. However, Sweden is still not ready 
to accept its Arctic heritage and became an active member 
of the High North society and important actor in the region. 
The development of the NEP is a step forward to recognize 
its own trade interest and to increase its participation and 
involvement in the Arctic. 
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Euroscepticism: Factors, Types and Trends 

Victor Turmakov1
 

 

Abstract: This article analyzes the evolution of the 
Euroscepticism among the EU countries, as well as its current 
condition. Today there is an increase in the influence of 
Eurosceptic parties at elections both at the level of the 
European Parliament and at local and state level. The reasons 
for this are the bureaucracy of Brussels, the economic crisis of 
2008, the increased emigration flows and the fear of losing 
sovereignty and identity. Among the new member states of 
CEE – also the collision of value systems and the slow 
catching up of the West. The article attempts to classify the 
types of Euroscepticism as "hard" and "soft", as well as to 
place of Eurosceptic parties in the political spectrum. The 
article tracks the reasons for the growing influence of some 
Eurosceptic parties in countries such as Germany, the 
Netherlands, France, Britain, Italy, Hungary and Greece. The 
conclusion assesses Euroscepticism and defines its role in the 
political life of the EU. 

Index Terms: EU, Euroscepticism, parties, value systems, 
sovereignty, identity, political life 

JEL: F5, H5  
 

I. EUROSCEPTICISM: CLASSIFICATION AND 
MANIFESTATIONS 

 
 Nowadays the concept of “Euroscepticism” on the old 

continent is not a neologism – it has turned into an integral 
part of the scientific media and communication. The people 
sharing this idea are growing in number, they are 
establishing parties, and attracting numerous supporters. 
Nowadays, there seems to be no EU member state without 
its own Eurosceptic movement. The European Parliament 
election in May 2014, marked by low voter turnout and 
strengthening of the Eurosceptics’ influence, and followed 
by their growing success at state and local elections, shows 
that the political elite of the EU should pay close attention 
to Euroscepticism. Events and phenomena such as the 2008 
financial crisis, the growing immigration flows from the 
third world, the aging population, and the fears of potential 
blurring of sovereignty and national identities in the bloc 
are factors contributing to the growing scepticism towards 
the prospects of the EU. 

 
II. WHAT IS “EUROSCEPTICISM”? EVOLUTION OF 

THE PHENOMENON. 
 
Euroscepticism is a sceptical, negative attitude towards 

the processes of European integration within the EU.  
It is an ideological and political trend whose 

representatives oppose the current situation in the EU and 
the path taken by the organisation. It should be noted that 
there is a whole range of different shades of 
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Euroscepticism – apart from the general rejection of the 
integration some Eurosceptics oppose individual EU 
projects, such as the adoption of the single currency, the 
European Constitution, the supranational union, and the 
federalisation of the bloc. 

Eurosceptics often base their views on positions in 
support of the nation states and their sovereignty and 
express concerns that further integration will inflict 
irreparable damage on these nation states and deprive them 
from the right to decide their own fate. Focusing on the 
activity of Euro-bureaucrats, the sceptics believe that 
Brussels adopts poorly thought-out and poorly prepared 
decisions and legislative texts, as well as that there is a lack 
of transparency and relation with the citizens and the civil 
society 

Eurosceptic sentiments have existed since the beginning 
of the integration processes but the very concept in its 
current form appeared for the first time in the 1970s in the 
UK. These sentiments gained popularity due to the 
characteristic British conservatism and the striving to 
preserve the country’s uniqueness. Today British 
Eurosceptics are concerned about the fact that the EU may 
turn into a superstate. The development of Euroscepticism 
on the continent should also be taken into account – the 
reluctance of some countries such as Denmark to join the 
EU, as well as the emergence of politicians such as Jean-
Marie Le Pen and Jörg Haider on the political horizon. 
Euroscepticism has evolved in parallel with the 
development of the EU itself. In the first decades of 
integration it was mainly expressed in criticism against 
market integration, growing unemployment and slower 
economic growth. With the development of these processes 
and the deepening of political integration Eurosceptics 
started directing their criticism in defence of national 
societies and sovereignty.  

At the very beginning of the new century Euroscepticism 
was simply a marginal phenomenon in the political life of 
the EU, dominated by Eurooptimistic parties. According to 
a survey from 2005 conducted by L.Ray, Euroscepticism is 
a peripheral political phenomenon concentrated in the 
ideological poles (far-left and far-right) and in some 
opposition parties. His survey showed that after Maastricht 
public support for the EU has decreased but this has not 
resulted in the strengthening of Euroscepticism in general.  

The only exceptions to this rule are the Scandinavian 
countries where such centrist parties (Centre Party in 
Sweden) exist and the UK and France where there is some 
disagreement on the future of the bloc, too. The 
Enlargement of the EU stimulates the growth in the role of 
Euroscepticism. A proof of that is the refusal of the 
population and some political powers in countries such as 
France, the Netherlands, the UK, and Poland to accept the 
project of a common European Constitution. The problems 
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that the EU is facing such as the crisis, the increase in 
emigration flows, and the ageing of population are 
affecting the EU member states as well. These factors 
along with the signals about the blurring of sovereignty and 
national identity boost the growth in Euroscepticism as a 
trend in the modern European political process.  

Euroscepticism is also present in new EU member states 
ten years after their accession, even though its motives 
differ from those of Euroscepticism in Western Europe. 
The initial enthusiasm for a new bright European future has 
faded and at present part of the population in these 
countries is gripped by scepticism and apathy. A proof of 
this is the fact that public opinion, including that of a part 
of the political elite of these former Soviet bloc countries, 
expresses dissatisfaction with the outcome of joining the 
European Union. Hopes that the accession to this 
organisation would quickly improve the living standards of 
the population and make these states equal in their relations 
with old EU members have been shattered. As a result, the 
rise in nationalist sentiment in Poland, Hungary, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Romania, and Bulgaria is not 
surprising. The citizens of the new EU member states have 
soon realised that the EU is neither a panacea, nor a shield 
against the coming crises. 

There is another factor that has cooled the relationship 
between the EU and Central and Eastern European (CEE) 
countries. Having broken free from communism CEE 
countries hope to return to Europe, the Western civilisation 
based on Christian values and culture. In fact, it turns out 
that the core values of the modern West are anti-traditional, 
non-Christian. The “New Europeans” refuse to accept the 
norms of tolerance towards same-sex marriage, abortion, 
etc. CEE countries considered joining the European Union 
as an opportunity to break with their socialist past and put 
an end to their status as peripheral states in European 
politics. This did not happen and these countries observe in 
the EU what they tried to escape from in the East. This 
fosters a truly deep Euroscepticism in these countries.  

According to former Czech President Václav Klaus, 
amid the fading light of the nation state a new phenomenon 
has emerged that is dangerous to citizens but attractive for 
politicians – a vacuum of legitimacy3, which he calls the 
absence of democracy or post-democracy. If Europe wants 
to stand up, it must transform itself or it risks becoming a 
periphery for the surrounding dynamically developing 
world.  

A solution can be found in returning to democracy in 
Europe where it is possible, namely at the state level. There 
can be no politics at a continental level. Politics and 
democracy need a people, and a European people does not 
and cannot exist. Mr. Klaus says that “although history has 
more than clearly proven that this is a dead end, we find 
ourselves walking the same path once again“. A striking 
example of Euroscepticism in CEE is the following excerpt 
from an interview given by Gábor Vona and Béla Kovács, 
chairmen of Hungary's second largest political party 

Jobbik: “For us, the EU is not just a dead end. [...] The only 
country where unemployment is higher than Hungary is 
Greece. Soon it will be ten years since we joined the EU 
and we can boldly say that we have been deceived. We did 
not need to join the EU, the EU needed us to join. Our 
markets have been taken away. [...] Hungary had great 
opportunities in farming but is now eating Dutch cheese, 
Danish pork, Spanish fruit and German salami”. In 
Hungary, Eurosceptic sentiment has emerged in reality, as 
well. At the parliamentary elections in the spring of 2014, 
133 MPs from Fidesz and 23 MPs from Jobbik received 
seats in Parliament (out of a total of 199 MPs). Viktor 
Orbán's ruling party uses a moderately Eurosceptic rhetoric 
and has not expressed any opinion in support of leaving the 
EU, but it often voices criticism against the EU's 
development and policy. The very fact that a Eurosceptic 
party is the sole ruling party should be a signal for 
Brussels. 

 
III. IS EUROSCEPTICISM HOMOGENEOUS? 

 
Euroscepticism, like every broad social trend, is not 

homogeneous in its nature. It may be classified into several 
groups based on various criteria. One of the explanations of 
the phenomenon is given by Riishj S, who describes it as a 
complex socio-political phenomenon. Central elements of 
Euroscepticism include the assumption of an EU break-up 
and the exit of member states from its structures, as well as 
criticism of the methods for the realisation of the EU 
integration process. According to Riishj S, there are three 
types of Eurosceptics. 

The first group includes those who criticise European 
integration for nationalist and far-right or conservative 
reasons. They oppose the formation of a European super 
state, which would lead to the liquidation of the 
sovereignty of EU member sates and their national 
identities in future.  

Representatives of this movement are UKIP in the UK, 
Law and Justice party in Poland, Jobbik in Hungary, Ján 

Slota’s Slovak National Party, the National Front in France, 
Lega Nord in Italy, the Vlaams Blok in Belgium, etc.  

The second group includes Eurosceptics who call for 
fighting corruption and the cumbersome and inefficient 
bureaucratic system of the European Union. Movements 
demanding reforms in the EU aimed at true people's rule 
and change in the institutional architecture of the bloc fall 
in this category. Usually, some of these parties are centrist. 

The representatives of the third group criticise the nature 
of EU integration which is hostile to the public interest and 
fight for genuine equality between citizens. In short, these 
are the left-wing critics of the EU. They include parties 
such as the Greek KKE and SYRIZA, the Czech, French, 
Spanish and Portuguese Communists, the Swedish and 
Finnish Greens.  

 According to other authors, Eurosceptics can be divided 
into two groups based on whether they are against 
integration and in favour of the dissolution of the Union or 
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support reforms in the EU without leaving it. There are two 
types of Euroscepticism: hard, withdrawalist – 
disagreement with the very existence of the European 
Union or EU membership. The second type is soft, 
reformist – agreement with the existence of the EU or EU 
membership, combined with a critical attitude towards 
some of the rules and principles of the EU and its 
becoming a de facto federal state. 

The different political ideologies attribute a different 
meaning to the concept of “Euroscepticism” and are often 
ideological opponents of each other. However, it may be 
argued that Euroscepticism finds the strongest support 
among the conservative and far-right parties. 
Euroscepticism is ideologically the basis for cooperation 
between a number of right-wing parties within the EU. 

The most proper way to classify Euroscepticism may be 
to combine the above-mentioned two types of 
differentiation (left-centre-right and soft-hard. See the table 
below). A few conclusions can be drawn from the data 
presented. Euroscepticism accounts for a significant part of 
the political forces in Europe and it would be a mistake to 
underestimate it. It is also more typical of parties in the 
right-wing political spectrum and nationalist parties (106 
out of 222 MEPs), although there is also a large number of 
Eurosceptic MEPs among the centrist parties that have 
entered the European Parliament in Brussels.  

Meanwhile, it should be noted that the influence of hard 
Eurosceptics is not so pronounced – 97 MEPs, most of 
whom came from three specific parties (Italy's Five Star 
Movement, France's National Front, and the UK's UKIP). 
Over half of the Eurosceptics are “soft” (125 Eurosceptics 
out of 222 in parliament). Even parties such as Hungary’s 
Fidesz and France’s National Front can hardly be classified 
as “hard” or “soft” – they, especially the latter, often talk 
about the potential exit from the EU but at the same time 
they even more often call for staying within its borders and 
taking part in its reformation. 
The left-wing Syriza, despite its radical political promises 
during the European Parliament elections in 2014 and the 
parliamentary elections in Greece in 2015, adopted a softer 
and more flexible stance after it came to power. A 
conclusion can be drawn that Euroscepticism as a whole is 
not directly aimed at breaking up the bloc but rather at 
reforming it. It would be wise to consider Euroscepticism 
as an alarm or even as constructive criticism against the 
problems of the EU and an indicator for the need for 
certain reforms. 

  
IV. CONCLUSION 

 
The influence of Euroscepticism is growing in EU 

member states as a result of the crisis which is visible in 
social polls and election results at different levels. 
However, the soft version of the trend is predominant 
among the European electorate and this indicates mainly 
dissatisfaction with the Brussels bureaucracy and the need 
for reforms in the European Union rather than destruction 

of the integration project. The tendency for parties to use 
firm Eurosceptic slogans during their election campaigns 
and then “soften” their implementation once the parties 
come to power in their countries should be mentioned, too.  

In times of a crisis a new division along the 
Euroscepticism-Eurooptimism line can be noticed in the 
EU and this division may turn into a dominant axis of 
political division on the old continent. The general 
radicalisation of the political powers on the European 
political stage will increase the confrontational nature of 
the political process and may lead to potential structural 
breakdowns within the EU. The European Union can 
survive as an institution only if it gives up on the artificial 
unification of the continent and returns to the initial 
concept of cooperation between sovereign member states, 
which should turn into a cornerstone of integration rather 
than into its victims. 
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TABLE 1 

Political 
spectrum 

Left-wing / far-left 
parties 

Centre-left / Centrist/ Centre-
right parties  

Right-wing/ Far-right parties  

Soft 
Euroscepticism 

Left Front (France – 4) 
United Left (Spain – 4) 
Socialist Party (the 
Netherlands) (2) 
Syriza (Greece – 6) 
Left Bloc (Portugal – 1) 
Portuguese Communist 
Party (3) 
Left Party (Sweden – 1) 
Progressive Party of 
Working People (Cyprus 
– 2) 
TOTAL – 23 
  

Alternative for Germany (7) 
Conservative Party (UK – 20) 
Ulster Unionist Party (UK – 1) 
Forza Italia (13) 
Christian Union (the Netherlands 
– 1) 
Reformed Political Party (the 
Netherlands – 1) 
Party for the Animals (the 
Netherlands – 1) 
Civic Democratic Party (Czech 
Republic – 2) 
People's Party (Portugal – 1) 
Swedish Green Party (4) 
Centre Party (Sweden) (1) 
Danish People's Party (4) 
Freedom and Solidarity 
(Slovakia – 1) 
Electoral Action of Poles in 
Lithuania (1) 
Party Order and Justice 
(Lithuania – 2) 
National Alliance (Lativa – 1) 
Union of Greens and Farmers 
(Latvia – 1) 
Croatian Party of Rights (1) 
TOTAL – 63 

Democratic Unionist Party 
(Northern Ireland – 1) 
Lega Nord (Italy – 5) 
Law and Justice (Poland – 
17) 
Fidesz (Hungary – 11) 
Sweden Democrats (4) 
IMRO – Bulgarian National 
Movement (Bulgaria – 1) 
TOTAL – 39 

Hard 
Euroscepticism  

Sinn Féin (UK – 1)  
Sinn Féin (Ireland – 3)  
Podemos (Spain – 5)  
Communist Party of 
Greece (KKE) (Greece – 
2)  
TOTAL – 11 

Five Star Movement (Italy – 17) 
Party of Free Citizens (Czech 
Republic – 1) 
People's Movement against the 
EU (Denmark – 1) 
TOTAL – 19 

National Democratic Party of 
Germany (Greece – 1) 
National Front (France – 23) 
UKIP (UK – 22) 
Galician Nationalist Bloc 
(Spain – 1) 
Right Wing of the Republic 
(Poland – 1) 
New Democracy Party 
(Portugal – 2) 
Party for Freedom (the 
Netherlands – 4) 
Vlaams Belang (Belgium – 1) 
Golden Dawn (Greece – 3) 
Jobbik (Hungary – 3) 
Freedom Party of Austria 
(Austria – 4) 
Finns Party (2) 
TOTAL – 67 
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Abstract The processes of globalization, democratization of 

public life, openness and accessibility of the latest 
achievements of world science enable people through 
translations from different languages to receive and exchange 
scientific and technical information. 

Translation plays an important social function for 
interpersonal communication in people. The dissemination of 
translations reveals broad access to the cultural achievements 
of other peoples, enables interaction and mutual enrichment 
of literature and culture. 

The article highlights the characteristics of translation, the 
functions and the close relation with intercultural 
communication. 

The process of globalization leads to the expansion of 
relations with different countries, peoples and their cultures. 
Intercultural communication, which takes place through 
cultural exchanges and direct contacts between state 
institutions, social groups, movements through scientific 
cooperation, tourism, trade, and so on, is a major influence. 

Dialogue between cultures, linguistic diversity and common 
experiences of cultural diversity and traditions are an 
important factor in the innovative and creative ideas of the 
personality. 

In the last decade of the 21st century, with the increase of 
the opportunities for virtual communication and travel, the 
contacts between Bulgarians and representatives of other 
cultures are growing at a high rate, as in any modern Western 
European society. 

Index Terms: translation, intercultural communication, 
interlingual communication, cultural diversity, traditions. 

Translation serves as a tool for communication between 
people of different nationality. It's a complicated cross-
language tool through which different thoughts in different 
spheres of socio-political, economic and cultural life of 
society are exchanged. 

The very word of "translation" is ambiguous and 
incorporates process (intellectual activity), and the result of 
this process (speech work, the text of the translation). 

Translation has an important social function for cross-
language communication in humans. Issue of translations 
among people gives a wide access to the cultural 
achievements of other nations and allows for interaction 
and mutual enrichment of literature and culture. 

The translation of the original interest in translation 
problems, relying entirely on structuralist research 
paradigm, coincides with the modern interest in Western 
and Slavic languages. We know that the main focus in 
structuralist translatology is on comparison of special, 
individual language system (grammar) matches in 
translation from one language to another language in the 
Russian practical and theoretical school of translation (such 
as A. Fedorov, V. Komisarov, Y. Retsker L. Barhudarov A. 
Shveitser), in the other Slavic schools (I. Levi, Y.  
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Velikovski, A. Popovich, etc.) or in the non-Slavic  
schools JK Katford, Yu Naida, R. Jacobson) and other 
authors too. 

Translation is distinguished by particularities that are too 
varied and colorful because they are not limited only to 
genetic proximity between languages. The features of 
translation range from extratextual communicative 
(geopolitical) space in which the original text is originated 
and in which the translation text operates to structural and 
semantic features of parallel texts. 

Structuralists define translation as conversion of the 
structure of the speech work, resulting always in storing the 
content plan and changing the expression plan, along with 
an exchange of one language for another one. Textologists 
think that translation as a result of translation work is "an 
analogue of the original", and translation as a process is a 
„specific oral or written work " . Various aspects of 
translation from the perspectives of intercultural 
communication are considered by a number of researchers. 
We adhere to the functional-linguistic approach to 
translation. In the linguistic approach to the study of 
translation, the nature of the relationship between two 
languages, the stylistic tools and the analysis of the 
linguistic tools and expressions used in translation are 
researched. 

Translation is a complex activity and it is not only a 
process of replacing one language to another. In translation 
different personalities and different mentality interact with 
a meeting of different cultures, traditions and more. 
Translation proves to be a valuable source of information 
about the languages, participating in the process of 
translation and about culture to which these languages 
belong. 

The processes of globalization, democratization of 
society, openness and accessibility of the latest 
achievements of world science 1let people receive and 
exchange scientific and technical information through 
translations from different languages. Translated scientific 
texts are created to form a system of reflection of reality 
through the description of an object, of a phenomenon, of a 
system of knowledge, and through evidence of the 
existence of an object, of relations between pieces of 
evidence, of intercultural communication etc. 

Research results with their inherent characteristics are 
described in translations. Factors that contribute to 
intercultural communication in science are the following: 
the exchange of scientific information, analyses, results of 
scientific discoveries and achievements etc. 

The modern theory of translation assumes that 
translation and language are means of communication. 
Therefore, a communication model of translation is created 
in linguistic and communication studies of translation. 

The communicative concept of translation contains 
features that we meet also in intercultural 
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communication. 
The process of globalization leads to expansion of 

relations with different countries, nations and their cultures. 
Intercultural communication has great influence because it 
is implemented through cultural exchange and direct 
contacts between governmental institutions, social groups, 
movements through scientific cooperation, tourism, trade 
etc.  

One of the most important social consequences of 
economic, political and media globalization is the increase 
in the frequency, quality and quantity of contacts between 
individuals, groups and institutions from around the world 
and this consequence generates ensuing conflicts. In recent 
decades, this fact is repeatedly mentioned as an inevitable 
consequence of profound global political, economic and 
technological changes, along with disappointment from 
occurring "understanding between nations." History of 
globalization clearly shows that convergence of cultures 
caused by "the deletion of the factors of time and space" 
does not run so smoothly as expected at first. To a large 
extent, "many of today's problems and conflicts are due to 
"cultural clashes" that arise as a result of the close co- 
existence of people of different ideas, values and norms" . 
It is known that contacts between representatives of 
different cultures always happen but a distinctive feature of 
our times is their dynamism, their depth and their 
penetration into new areas of professional and personal life, 
which are unaffected so far by cultural diversity. In this 
sense, the focus on intercultural communication as a field 
of research in the modern world is becoming more relevant. 

Language, thought and culture are closely interrelated 
and in practice make up a whole. In this respect, it is 
important to note the role of communicative nature of 
interacting culture that defines the meaning within the 
semantic sphere of language of other cultures. The success 
of the interaction depends on understanding of 
communication skills and actions of representatives of 
ethnic groups. 

The term "intercultural communication" is introduced by 
the American anthropologist Hol, together with the linguist 
Tager back in 1954 (Trager G. L., Ednard T. H.). The 
Bulgarian researcher I. Chongarova defines intercultural 
communication as "communication of representatives of 
communities of various linguistic culture. It is interpersonal 
communication, which is characterized by certain 
similarities and differences of the participants in 
communication with a view to their language, a way of 
looking at reality, a system of values and behavior (with 
speech and without speech)". 

Intercultural communication is characterized by the 
fact that through direct contacts its members use 
different forms of language and discursive strategies 
that differ from those used when communicating in the 
same culture. The frequently used term "intercultural 
communication" usually refers to the study of specific 
phenomena in two or more cultures and has an 
additional meaning for the comparison of 
communicative competence in communication with 
representatives of different cultures. 

The opportunity to acquire communicative competence 
is inherent in all members of Homo sapiens, but the 
concrete realization of this ability is culturally determined. 
Moreover, it is due to the unique and individual experience 
of each person. Communication is a dynamic process 
where by using messages new terms are constantly created 
among people who speak the same language and grow up 
in the same culture. It goes without saying that in the 
presence of different cultures and different languages, 
communication is complicated. 

From birth on, man belongs to many groups and they 
form a communicative competence. Larger groups are 
commonly called cultural ones and they significantly 
determine the cognitive and pragmatic communicative 
activities. 

The new stage of intercultural communication, vividly 
illustrated by the creative processes in contemporary 
Western Europe, by the creation of the EU and by the 
establishment of European citizenship with all the ensuing 
consequences, is actively discussed in political and social 
circles in the countries of Western Europe. 

The problem of citizenship acquires different 
connotations and gives rise to new obstacles in 
understanding the term of "citizenship" by virtue of the fact 
that it is interpreted differently in France (in a political 
aspect), in Germany (in a cultural aspect), and in England 
(in an aspect of territorial administration). 

New legal documents, accepted for the definition of 
European citizenship, undoubtedly must integrate all 
interpretations of "citizenship" in order to provide adequate 
intercultural communication. As for the political and 
territorial administration principle, they can be realized 
because above all they suggest an active and formal 
beginning which can not be stated about the cultural 
principle. 

From this perspective, the most tense unit turns to be the 
update of the cultural principle and in this context, the 
understanding of intercultural communication can not be 
realized only with the adoption of the formal beginning of 
the principles of cooperation. The actual (natural) 
integration requires a long period of development of the 
European Union regarding the integration of centuries-old 
traditions of each member state of the Union and regarding 
the acquisition of new common traditions of the Union. 

In Europe, it is necessary to skillfully combine the 
characteristics of the linguistic picture of the world 

and to combine appropriate lifestyles and languages. The 
Problems arising in the process of intercultural 
communication are related to the differences of the 
linguistic picture of the inhabitants of the European Union 
member states. 

In determining the sources of European cultural 
tradition, the following questions arise: Who is European, 
and how to identify him/her? Answering these questions, 
Marc Fero is optimistic and makes profound reflections. He 
is free from the promotion of illusion and myth in 
European consciousness. Moreover, the scientist confines 
the global issues to a private question: In what limits 
(confines) the European person feel at home? The scientist 
suggests that belonging to a particular community is 
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created not on the basis of knowledge of the language. The 
significant point is the very sense of belonging to a 
community. 

The cultural component in the process of integration is a 
necessary minimum, which is able to unite and strengthen 
the contemporary European thinking. In this sense, the 
cultural core is not perceived as a chimera. However, it is 
important to clarify the question of the possibility of 
spreading cultural traditions in the same mode at the end 
and at the beginning of the centuries when there are 
migration processes with issues such as not only of the 
perception of the culture of France by the Germans, but 
also of understanding the lifestyle in which problems of 
everyday life stand out topically and burningly and are also 
exacerbated by the general social and political processes. 

Linguistic diversity affects social environment, career 
development and cultural life of citizens. Intercultural 
communication helps with developing personal and 
professional contacts. Representatives of different cultures 
interact on various occasions and participate in business 
communications, on which the normal functioning of their 
organizations depends. 

Intercultural communication in Bulgaria is a hot topic for 
public discourse and in the scientific world. The factors, 
which cause the attention to the issues of interculturality in 
Europe, are present in Bulgaria too. Yuliana Rot states that 
"joining the major international structures of NATO and 
the European Union, the rise in migration from crisis 
regions in the Balkans, in the Middle East and in the 
former Soviet republics, as well as the increased sensitivity 
to own "foreign culture" communities of Turks, Pomaks 
and Roma are phenomena which does not substantially 
differ from the related ones in Germany, France, the 
Netherlands, etc. " 

Language and culture are central to people's lives, so in 
today's globalized world, it is necessary to take into 
account their impact on social, economic and cultural areas. 
One should note the important role of intercultural 
communication between managers and employees of 
partner organizations. In intercultural space many 
corporations have become polycultural organizations 
employing people with different ethnicities and cultures. 

In the last decade of the XXI century due to the rise of 
opportunities for virtual communication and travel, 
contacts between Bulgarians and representatives of other 
cultures increase in the same, if not higher rates, as in any 
modern Western European society. 

Bulgaria faces new challenges because of the EU 
enlargement, of the increasing mobility and of the need for 
citizens to understand the rapidly changing and highly 
interconnected context and act accordingly. Dialogue 
between cultures, linguistic diversity and common 
experiences of cultural variety and traditions are an 
important factor for innovative and creative ideas of the 
Bulgarians. 
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